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Bread for the Wilderness and Wine for the Journey 
             — Ken Watkins 

Many submissions to the  

newsletter are voluntary   

contributions from  

individuals. The ideas expressed 

do not necessarily reflect the 

mission or views of University 

Baptist Church as a whole. 

More years ago than I can remember, I 
read a book by John Killinger entitled 
Bread for the Wilderness and Wine for the 
Journey. It was a book on prayer and 
meditation. I remember the book was 
engagingly insightful and interestingly 
written. Though I have not seen this 
book for thirty years or so, this week 
the title flew into my head and now 
seems to be nesting there.  

Perhaps it is the time of year that beck-
ons to this title. After all, we are near-
ing the end of Lent, and my favorite 
images or metaphors for Lent are wil-
derness and journey. But these descrip-
tive words also describe for me where 
we have been as a church for the last 
year. We have been called to a new 
place, a kind of wilderness, a place of 
reflection, and to a journey, which may 
have just begun. It seems to be a new 
path which God has begun to show us. 

The wilderness is where people seeking 
God often went and still go. In the 
wilderness, life becomes simple and 
needs get boiled down to the basics. I 
had a friend, who owned a little cabin 
in the Ozarks. It had no running water, 
only a fireplace for heat, and only coal 
oil lamps for light and a coal oil stove 
for cooking. He told me that one win-
ter he spent a week at the cabin and 
found that much of his time was spent 
just keeping the cabin warm, and that 
he was constantly cutting or gathering 
firewood. For a week, he had to stay 
bundled up, eat enough calories to 
keep his body functioning, and see to 
the wood supply. In and around these 
tasks, he prayed and wrote, learning 

how to embrace the silence and quiet-
en his thoughts. The wilderness is not 
a bad place; it is a place that demands 
focus. It is a place for spiritual retreat 
and discovery. It is a place to attune 
oneself to the “voice” of God. But it 
is place where one needs nourishment 
or bread. 

A journey is like a trip that is long or 
at least arduous. Also, a journey is 
thought to be full of discovery. The 
physical journeys that I have made 
have increased my awareness and giv-
en me insight into myself, the world 
around me, and God. On the wall in 
the foyer of the Newman Center are 
some quotes from St. Thomas More. 
My favorite is: 

Sometimes, we use the word journey 
in a metaphysical sense. For example, 
I might say that my grief journey has 
been quite painful but has shaped me 
forever, or I my road to recovery 
from my broken ankle was quite the 
journey, implying that healing took a 
long time and forced me to learn les-
sons that I had rather avoided. A 
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April 14 — Palm Sunday 

Palm Sunday on the UBC/Newman 
Center Lawn area. Meet at 10:15 a.m. 
on the lawn. 

Return to UBC for worship at 10:30 
a.m. 

April 18 — Maundy Thursday 

7:00pm — Joint worship with Glen 
Echo Presbyterian Church at UBC 

April 19 — Good Friday 

7:00pm —  Joint worship with Glen 
Echo Presbyterian Church at Glen 
Echo Presbyterian 

April 21 — Easter Sunday 

Bring your  bells!  Throughout the 
service, whenever we say or sing 
“Alleluia” in a hymn, we will ring bells! 
UBC will have bells available, but 
please feel free to bring your own bell
(s) from home!  

Hallelujah Chorus Sing-along –All 
those who are interested are invited to 
join the choir in singing the Hallelujah 
Chorus from Handel’s Messiah at the end 
of our Easter service. (We will have 
scores for you). This will be the third 
year of what we hope will continue to 
be an Easter Sunday tradition at UBC.  

10:30am — Worship at UBC with 
Move United 

12:00pm — Easter potluck dinner in 
UBC fellowship hall  

journey is more than a trip. A journey 
requires an investment of self and usu-
ally costs something. On the literal 
journeys of my life I have learned 
much. The greatest need I have found 
on each journey that I have made has 
been for direction and hospitality, both 
of these often given over wine or some 
other symbol of acceptance and kind-
ness. 

For the last year, UBC has been on a 
wilderness journey – a time of discern-
ment and discovery. A year ago some 
of us sensed the soft breeze of God’s 
Spirit on our faces, a gentle touch of 
God pointing toward new directions. 
This led to an exploration of merger 
possibilities with Move United, a Unit-
ed Church of Christ congregation that 
has many of the same values as UBC. 
Both churches desire social justice, 
congregational inclusion, and more 
assertive outreach. For six months or 
so exploration teams made up of rep-
resentatives from both churches met 
to explore how we might come togeth-
er, and we affirmed great potential. In 
December, UBC voted for us to con-
tinue the conversation and fine tune 
the details. But as we delved into the 
question of polity, how we are to gov-
ern the church, the merger team dis-
covered that the two churches were 
too far apart to continue the discus-
sion. UBC is a congregationally led 
church; Move United is a congrega-
tionally represented church, placing 
most decisions in the hands of it board 
which the pastor chairs. Last Sunday, 
UBC at a called congregational meet-
ing voted to discontinue the merger 
plans.  

During this time of wandering with 
our Move United brothers and sisters, 
we learned some things about who we 
are and what we want be as a church:  

 We realized that we want to grow, 
and we recognized that we are 
willing to make changes in order 
to reach our corner of the world. 

 We realized that congregational 
governing is important to us. We 

trust God’s working in the hearts 
of our people to discern new di-
rections. 

 If as a congregation we take re-
sponsibility for leading the 
church, then we must take re-
sponsibility for growing the 
church. A new energy has been 
unleashed. 

 The journey ahead will have a 
sameness to it, but also must take 
on some new looks. For example, 
we are looking at changing our 
name in order to reflect the inclu-
sive spirit that permeates our 
church community. We are will-
ing to continue to experiment 
with a wide variety music styles 
and genres. We will continue to 
give our members and those at-
tend opportunities to experiment 
with the spiritual gifts and 
strengths that they bring to our 
congregation. 

To those who have walked this jour-
ney, I ask you, what have you 
learned? You may fill sorrow that the 
direction has bent away from where 
we had hoped it would go, but this 
has not been wasted time. It has been 
a wandering that has brought us focus 
and vision. It has been a journey that 
has been full of direction and hospi-
tality. I have learned much, and I 
hope that all who have been involved 
in this process have grown. Also, I 
am grateful for the new friendships 
made and old ones strengthened. 

This Sunday is Palm Sunday. Next 
week is Easter or Resurrection Day. 
New Life is the constant theme of 
Jesus and His Church. The year of the 
journey has been good. Let us offer it 
up to God for God’s blessing so that 
we may learn, grow, and reach out as 
never before. Amen 
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Resurrection and Renewal — by Kerry Cheesman 

Spring – it’s a time when the earth 
awakens from its winter's sleep and 
seemingly comes alive. Flowers 
bloom in our yards (such as the 182 
daffodils that Maryann planted last 
fall!) and also in the forests and the 
deserts. Having died back in the fall 
they are now re-emerging in new life. 
Trees begin to flower and leaf-out 
(sending their pollen to activate my 
allergic response), and seedlings of 
all kinds begin to spring forth from 
the dead leaves cluttering the forest 
floor. The sun becomes stronger and 
brighter and provides the raw materi-
al for renewal of the earth. Animals 
emerge from their winter homes, 
often with young ones in tow. It 
seems as if the whole earth is trans-
formed again in just a short period of 
time. 

In the midst of spring and the re-
newal of the Earth comes Easter, 
and the celebration of our Lord’s 
resurrection. Our forty days of Lent 
are over; Jesus Christ has been cruci-
fied, buried, and risen from the 
grave. Another amazing form of re-
newal and awakening for us – one of 
the spirit rather than the land. 

Every once in a while Easter and 
Earth Day coincide, or come very 
close to each other. This year they 
occur just one day apart, giving us 
two reasons to celebrate and perhaps 
even hold a feast. Although that 
sounds like a good idea (especially if 
more chocolate bunnies are in-
volved), you may wonder when in 
the busy and joyful celebration of 
Holy Week and Easter we could pos-
sibly find time to celebrate Earth 
Day. You might even wonder wheth-
er or not Earth Day is important 
enough to include in the celebratory 
season of Easter. For Christians the 
answer should always be a resound-
ing YES! 

The Christian church has long taught 
that the resurrection and the empty 
tomb of Easter morning does not 
simply show God making all things 
new again for humans alone, but for all 
of his marvelous creation. After all, 
Christ chose to walk on this earth dur-
ing his earthly years, to feel the dust on 
his feet and the sand between his toes, 
and to be in communion with the land 
and all that it had to offer. He chose to 
eat of the fruits and vegetables and 
animals that his father’s creation had 
brought forth. And he taught his fol-
lowers to care for the whole of crea-
tion. 

Scripture is full of references to God’s 
call to take care of (be a steward of) his 
creation; from the creation stories in 
Genesis 1 and 2, to the Psalms and 
Isaiah, to the New Testament letters of 
Paul. Indeed, God’s longest recorded 
speech in the Bible comes in three 
chapters at the end of the book of Job 
(Job 38-41), where God describes the 
earth and all of creation in minute, 
loving detail to Job, who has ques-
tioned God’s wisdom and goodness. 
The answer God gives shows that 
from the blade of grass never touched 
by humans to the raven’s hungry 
young, to the goat giving birth, God 
knows and cares about all of creation. 
God, and the risen Christ, care about 
the earth, and as Christians who pro-
fess to follow Jesus Christ in our daily 
walk, we should as well! God spent a 
lot of time teaching Job (and us) why 
the creation is special to him. 

In the hymn “When I Survey the Won-
drous Cross” (words by Isaac Watts, 
1707), a hymn we often sing on Good 
Friday as we ponder the suffering of 
Christ on the cross, the last verse 
speaks to me about the idea that the 
creation is an amazing gift to us, and as 
such requires that we take care of and 
be stewards of it for our heavenly fa-
ther. That verse is: 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small: 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

As we celebrate BOTH Easter and 
Earth Day this year, may the themes of 
re-birth and renewal (both of the land 
and of our spirits) guide us to serve 
God in new and bolder ways! Amen. 
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Memorial Easter Lilies 
Once again UBC is offering memorial Easter lilies. Please place your donation in an enve-

lope with your name and a list of those persons you would like remembered.  You can 

use this form or just list the information on a piece of paper. Memorial names are due 

by Palm Sunday, April 14. 

 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Names for Memorial: 

 _____________________________ _______________________________ 

 _____________________________ _______________________________ 

 _____________________________ _______________________________ 

Newsletter items are due the third Fri-

day of the month. 

Also, it is UBC policy that all refer-

ences to God be inclusive.  We will 

edit to reflect this. 

Please contact the office if you have 

any questions. 

Newsletter Submissions 

Birthdays 

7 Megan Riley 

11 Grace Hughes 

19 Kay Monjot 

29 Oliva Riley 

  

Anniversaries 

4 Orin & Hanci 

               Newberry 

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries  

April has presented UBC with some 

repair issues.  We have been working 

on getting the heating restored to the 

narthex area.  Sauer replaced the there-

mostat but it is still malfunction-

ing.  They are continuing to fix the 

problem.   

The hot water tank that services the 

church had some valve issues that the 

plumber has resolved. The urinal in 

the downstairs restroom has been 

completely rebuilt and we are waiting 

on parts for the kitchen sink. We also 

now have a list of parts to order for 

the water fountain.  

Two replacement windows have been 

ordered for the rental at 33 West Nor-

wich. They should be in within  5 

weeks. 

Support Ministry Meet INCH Volunteer  

Lisa Feck 

Lisa Feck has been a volunteer at 

INCH for the last 16 years. She has 

assisted with childcare, substitiution, 

and now weekly tutoring. Lisa believes 

in the mission of INCH to build 

friendships and greater understanding 

through teaching English as a second 

language. A public health nutritionist 

by training, Lisa is married to a profes-

sor at OSU and has two children. In 

her spare time she loves to cook, trav-

el, study French and be physically  

active.  





Return Service Requested 4/30/2019 

University Baptist Church — Progressive • Welcoming • Inclusive 

Interim Pastor—Ken Watkins 

Moderator—Barbara Bullock 

Choir Director—David Tomasacci 

Pianist—Mollie Rausch 

Office Manager—Kerry Taylor 

 

50 West Lane Avenue 

Columbus, Ohio 43201 

Phone: 614.294.6333 

E-mail: ubccolumbus@gmail.com 

Website: www.ubccolumbus.org 

Worship—10:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School—2nd 

and 4th Sundays—10:30 a.m. 

Office Hours 

Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

University 

Baptist Church 

 Maundy Thursday Services with Glen Echo Presbyterian – Thursday, April 18 at 7:00 p.m.  University Baptist 
Church, 50 West Lane Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201. 

 Good Friday Services with Glen Echo Presbyterian – Friday, April 19 at 7:00 p.m. Glen Echo Presbyterian Church, 
220 Cliffside Drive, Columbus, OH 43202. 

 Bring your BELLS for Easter Sunday! Throughout the service, whenever we sing “Alleluia” in a hymn, we will ring 
bells! UBC will have bells available, but please feel free to bring your own bell(s) from home! 

 Easter Services – Sunday, April 21, at 10:30 a.m. University Baptist Church, 50 West Lane Avenue, Columbus, OH 
43201. 

 Easter Potluck – Sunday, April 21, after services. University Baptist Church, 50 West Lane Avenue, Columbus, OH 
43201. 

 America for Christ – UBC is collecting donations through April 14.  


