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Pator’s Reflection: Two Tidbits of Staggering Importance 

Friday, August, 12 2016, 

7:00pm, at the Chop 

Shop. Come enjoy the libation of 

your choice as we have an infor-

mal conversation about im-

portant points in theology and 

ethics. Bring a friend!  

Later this month, we will welcome a new 
and returning crop of Ohio State stu-
dents to our neighborhood, including 
many who will be living in the new resi-
dence halls right across the street. The 
beginning of every new semester signifies 
a new opportunity to reach out to stu-
dents and let them know that University 
Baptist Church is a community of faith 
where they can experience the radically 
inclusive love of God and contribute in 
meaningful ways to the advance of God’s 
reign. We need to take full advantage of 
this opportunity. 

The window, however, is narrow. We 
have a limited time—two or three weeks 
is a good estimate—to get on these stu-
dents’ radar screens before their calen-
dars get filled and their schedules be-
come fixed. We need to be ready to wel-
come these newcomers and give them 
some good reasons for wanting to be a 
part of our fellowship. Our gifted cam-
pus ministry team—Kristina Gutierrez, 
Julius Mayo, Beth Short, and Ken 
Watkins—is working hard to plan some 
activities and get some infrastructure in 
place for the start of the semester. 

But you have a role to play as well. We 
need extra greeters the first few Sundays 
of the semester. We need volunteers who 
will follow up with our guests with calls, 
emails, or greeting cards the week after 
their visit. We need people to provide 
refreshments or meals for our group 
meetings. We may need drivers to pick 
up students for activities that take place 
away from the church building. And we 
need every member and regular attendee, 
even those whose passions lie in some 
other area than campus ministry, to 

demonstrate God’s love in countless 
small ways on Sunday mornings—
greeting students with a smile and a 
kind word; inviting a student to sit 
with them; introducing themselves to 
new students, and then introducing 
those students to other UBCers; and 
performing any number of other acts 
of hospitality that will help our new-
comers know they came to the right 
place when they took a chance on 
that crazy Baptist church with the 
rainbow on their sign. 

In other news… 

On page 3 of this newsletter you will 
see two items from our American 
Baptist family dealing with questions 
of race, violence, peacemaking, and 
prayer. I hope you will read them 
carefully and consider how you can 
enact some of the suggestions you 
find there. 

Let me call your attention to one of 
the recommendations in the article 
from the Race and Race-Based Vio-
lence Task Force: “Select a book 
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It Just Can’t Be That Easy
   Julius Mayo 

Council of Ministry Members 

The current Council of Ministry mem-

bers are: 

Frank Benline 

Barbara Bullock 

Leslie Floyd 

Bob Hoersdig 

Bobbi Hoersdig 

Grace Hughes 

Joe Jackson 

Alison Mowery 

Amanda McClafferty 

Natasha Woods 

Ken Watkins 

Pat Rorhbaugh 

Birthdays 

4 Orin Newberry 

7 Bill Schultz 

13 Tim Spengler 

15  Kerry Taylor 

24 Richard Hough 

 

Anniversaries 

21  Ken & Genevieve 

 Peterson 

25 Curtis & Charmagne 

 Hough 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Update on Alex Schroeder 

Some of our members will remember 
Alex Schroeder who worked as the 
church’s office manager during his sen-
ior year at Ohio State.  Shortly after 
graduation, Alex became an intern for 
a nonprofit in Washington, DC, called 
Partnership for Public Service.  He was 
there eight months when they hired 
him to stay full time.  Alex says he 
thinks about us often. 

The other day I was frantically looking 
for my business nametag as I was pre-
paring for a major presentation. I 
looked all through my house and of-
fice, and then was sure it must be in 
my car. It was not.  As the presenta-
tion time quickly approached, I sat 
down in my office and began wrack-
ing my brain as to where my nametag 
could be. After a few moments of 
deliberation, I pondered the impossi-
ble. I was certain that I had looked 
thoroughly through the satchel  I was 
going to bring with me to the meeting 
that day, but I remembered that I had 
designated a special pocket in the 
front of my bag to always keep the 
items I most often need such as pens, 
paperclips, and nametags. 

“It can’t be that easy”, I thought. Can 
something really be right where it is 
supposed to be even in the midst of 
all the confusion and anxiety of a 
seemingly endless search? Apparently 
so, because my name tag was exactly 
where it was supposed to be, seeming-
ly waiting for me to find it.    

 Interestingly, how many times during 
our lives do we go through the same 
process with our Faith journeys? The 
Creator is waiting for us with open 
arms and a forgiving heart, and yet we 
seem to running in every direction 
except for the one where salvation 
and hope were promised to be.  “It 
Just Can’t Be that Easy” to connect to 
a divine Love that surpasses all others, 
we think, when the reality is, we have 
the opportunity to serve a wonderful 
God who has the Power and Grace to 
allow us to do just that.  What a won-
derful God we serve.  

 All praises be to the Creator, Christ 
and Holy Spirit! 

about race to study as a congregation.” 
A number of excellent books, both 
recent releases and classic texts, would 
fit the bill. I’m thinking of Between the 
World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates, The 
New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander, 
Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison, The Fire 
Next Time by James Baldwin, or one of 
James Cones’s works on black libera-
tion theology. You probably could 
name others. I will place a sign-up 
sheet in the Narthex the next few Sun-
days. If you think you might be inter-
ested, please sign up for a time and day 
and indicate what book you would like 
to read. We will begin the discussion in 
September. 

Grace and peace, 

bob 

Many submissions to the 
newsletter are voluntary  

contributions from individu-
als. The ideas expressed do 

not necessarily reflect the mis-
sion or views of University 
Baptist Church as a whole. 
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American Baptist Group Issues Letter on Racial Relations 

The following is an excerpt from a letter is-
sued by the ABCUSA’s Task Force on 
Race and Race-Based Violence, dated July 
15, 2016, offering suggestions to help Ameri-
can Baptist congregations to address these 
issues in their own contexts. Two members of 
the twelve-member task force hail from our 
region. The full letter can be found on the 
ABCUSA web site: http://
bit.ly/2ayPlve  

The Task Force on Race and Race-
Based Violence encourages American 
Baptist local congregations, regional 
offices, national program boards, asso-
ciate ministry organizations, individu-
als and collaborations to answer the 
call to prayer issued by the National 
Executive Council and to actively 
commit to creating a “Space for 
Grace” in your context. We can do 
this by engaging in earnest reflection 
and extending intentional grace to 
others in these tension-filled moments. 
Remember: reconciliation for 
Christians is not optional, it is 
imperative: “Be ye reconciled” (2 Cor 
5:20). We invite you to consider the 
following: 

Consider your own personal (and 
corporate) explicit or complic-
it sin in matters of racism and 
race-based violence; appropri-
ately confess privately and 
publicly pleading for for-
giveness from God and oth-
ers; and pray for freedom 
from the bondage of racism 
and a violence-saturated cul-
ture and for the individual and 
corporate empowerment to-
ward the ministry of reconcili-
ation. 

Create a private “peace-space” for 
people in your congregation/
organization to reflect, 
meditate, and have heart-to-
heart conversations. 

Create a public space, such as a 
prayer wall, for people to offer 
their heart’s cry. 

Plan a seminar designed to pro-
mote cultural and racial un-
derstanding. 

Invite local political leaders to 
share local issues of justice. 

Exchange pulpits with pastors of 
another race. 

Sponsor a Racial Justice Sunday in 
partnership with local activist 
organizations. 

Select a book about race to study 
as a congregation. 

Host a Service of Reconciliation 
with churches of other races 
and ethnicities. 

Seek and trust God’s Spirit to 
guide you and your commu-
nity toward creative and 
transforming inter-relational 
and systemic practices. 

Understanding that we need each oth-
er and being committed to staying 
together are key components of facili-
tating hope and healing. ABHMS Ex-
ecutive Director Dr. Jeffrey Haggray 
underscores this notion in his state-
ment to End Police Killings of Inno-
cent Black Lives. He says, “Ultimately, 
we need respect for the dignity of all 
human life with a firm resolve as a 
nation to live together in peace as a 
beloved community.” LET 
AMERICAN BAPTISTS LEAD 
THE WAY! 

This letter is only the beginning of the 
good (and difficult) work God has 
called us to do. We invite you to make 
use of the resources available on the 
ABHMS webpage http://
abhms.org/groundswell/racial-
justice and to continue the conversa-
tion on their Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/groups/
groundswellforjustice. We need the 
encouragement of one another, the 
prayers of one another, and the love 
for one another to help generate a 
new life of unity, peace, and reconcili-
ation. 

ABC/USA Issues Urgent 

Call to Prayer 

Susan Gillies, interim general secre-
tary, American Baptist Churches 
USA, invites all American Baptists 
to join in special prayer for these 
troubled times throughout the re-
mainder of this summer. 

Please pray upon rising and retiring 
each day, seeking God’s grace for 
healing and wholeness throughout 
this country and the world. Pray for 
healthy alternatives to violence. 
Pray for those who don’t know 
what to do with their anger and 
frustration. Pray for those who 
have signed on to protect and serve. 
Pray for insight into what you can 
do to help bring hope and healing. 

For those who prefer a specific 
time to be called to special prayer, 
please join us at 7 a.m. or 7 p.m. in 
your time zone, knowing others in 
our American Baptist family are 
praying with you. Please continue 
your prayers through summer’s end 
(Sept. 21). 

For those who prefer a specific day 
to be called to special prayer, please 
pray on the date each month that 
corresponds to the date of your 
birth. “Mark it on your calendar,” 
Gillies suggests. “I’ll be praying on 
the 10th of each month for the 
remainder of this year.” 

Please join the American Baptist 
family in our chorus of supplica-
tion. 
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The Zia Kerry Cheesman 

Here in New Mexico, where Maryann and I are serving a summertime pastorate, 
the state flag is a simple yellow background overlain with the ZIA, a Zuni symbol. 
We see the Zia everywhere around us, including churches of all denominations, 
and in the logo of the Philmont Training Center. We have brought it back to our 
Ohio home in several ways, and the presence of the Zia helps us to remember 
those we serve in Christ’s name over the summer. This symbol predates the Span-
ish conquest of the southwest (and therefore the introduction – harshly – of Chris-
tianity) by hundreds of years. Yet there is much we can learn from this ancient 
symbol. 

The center of the Zia is a circle, which represents the sun. The sun is the giver of 
all life on earth, as we learn in basic biology classes (remember photosynthesis?). 
Emanating from the sun are four sets of four rays, each of which represent many 
things to the Zuni people. Each of these ideas we can also find reflected in the 
Bible is a variety of places: 

The four directions of the earth – north, south, east, west. 

And they will come from east and west and from north and south, and will recline at the table in the kingdom of God. Luke 13:29 

The four seasons of the year – spring, summer, fall, winter 

To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven. Ecclesiastes 3:1 

The four times of the day – dark, dusk, daylight, dawn 

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 2 
Peter 3:8 

The four stages of life – infancy, youth, adulthood, old age 

I was young and now I am old… Psalm 37:25 

The four sacred obligations that one must develop to be in a right relationship with God – a strong body, a clear 
mind, a pure spirit, and a devotion to the welfare of others. 

 

From this last meaning one could write many sermons. It is perhaps the most important to us in the church as we try to cen-
ter our lives on Christ and be in a right relationship with Him. I think these sacred obligations (we could also refer to them as 
spiritual disciplines) are concepts to live by each and every day: 

A strong body (So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 1 Corinthians 10:31) At Philmont we 
walk at least 5 miles per day and strive to eat healthy food – all at high altitude! 

A clear mind (But you, keep your head in all situations. 2 Timothy 4:5)  Centering on God’s work and breathing good moun-
tain air instead of exhaust-filled city air helps us to keep a clear mind! 

A pure spirit (Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Matthew 5:8) Being in ‘God’s Country’ and worshipping daily 
helps us to center on the Holy Spirit and where God is leading us! 

A devotion to the welfare of others (For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison 
and you came to visit me.’ ….. ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
Matthew 25:35-40) Our ministry is centered on supporting both the physical (medical) and the spiritual needs of 
22,500 campers and 1,200 staff. 

Maryann and I soon return to Columbus and the work of University Baptist Church, I hope that we will be able to continue 
to live daily with these four sacred obligations. I pray that each of you would also find for yourselves a set of spiritual disci-
plines that help guide you as you pursue the path that God has set you on. May God bless us all as we seek His will for our 
lives. 
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The Columbus Foundation has 
launched the Big Table project – a 
plan for Central Ohio citizens to 
gather in groups throughout the city 
to discuss the strengths and weak-
nesses of the area. More than 1,000 
people are expected to participate in 
small group discussions hosted by 
conveners who will lead hour-long 
conversations. Results of those con-
versations will be compiled to iden-
tify themes, ideas and possible path-
ways to enhance our community. 

 Modeled after a Chicago program, 
there will be hundreds of conversa-
tions being held throughout the day. 
Plan to attend a picnic at Beth’s 
house in Grandview at 6:30 p.m. 
For planning purposes, please con-
tact the church office so we will 
know how much food to plan for. 
While not necessary, feel free to 
bring something to share, or just 
come with a spirit for good conver-
sation so our voices can be counted. 
Please call 614-294-6333 to register 
your attendance. 

Join the Big Table at Beth 

Short’s House August 30  

UBC has contracted with Energility 
to conduct a comprehensive audit 
of the church’s energy use and sys-
tems. 

This audit will include all HVAC, 
electrical systems, and kitchen 
equipment. Recommendations for 
upgrades and replacement will be 
made. Energility will also include 
alternative and experimental op-
tions. 

We will be receiving a grant for 3/4 
of the cost of the audit. Moving 
forward there may be additional 
grants available for replacement of 
outdated and inefficient systems. 

We will keep you posted as we go 
through the process. 

Energility to Conduct  

Energy Audit at UBC 

Choir Director Sought 

UBC is seeking a part-time choir direc-
tor to lead the choir and handle other 
parts of the music ministry at the di-
verse and progressive congregation. 
Seeking someone with a music degree 
and exposure to sacred and other mu-
sic styles. This individual will also co-
ordinate efforts of other paid musi-
cians. Interested candidates should 
forward a resume to ubccolum-
bus@gmail.com. 

Please help get the word out! The hir-
ing committee would like to begin in-
terviews by mid-August. 

INCH to Resume in August 

The International Neighborhood Cof-
fee Hour (INCH) will be meeting at 
UBC beginning Wednesday, August 
24. 

INCH is a weekly program for interna-
tional ladies wishing to improve their 
English conversation skills.  Volun-
teers are always welcome. If you are 
interested in helping, an organizational 
meeting will be held August 17 at 9:15 
am. 

Please contact Amanda McClafferty 
for more details. Her email is 
mcclafferty27@gmail.com. 

Parking 

For the first time in two years our 
parking lot has available spaces. 

The numerous construction projects 
have been completed and new ones 
are not scheduled to begin until late 
this year or early next. 

Daily parking is an important fundrais-
er for the church. If you know profes-
sors or workers in the OSU area look-
ing for affordable daily parking, please 
refer them to the church office 614-
294-6333. 

Aug 7, 2016  
Dressed for Action  
Isa 1:1, 10–20  
Ps 33:12–22  
Heb 11:1–3, 8–16  
Luke 12:32–40 
 
Aug 14, 2016  
Division!  
Isa 5:1–7  
Ps 80:1–2, 8–19  
Heb 11:29 – 12:2  
Luke 12:49–56 
 
Aug 21, 2016  
Honor the Sabbath  
Isa 58:9b–14  
Ps 103:1–8  
Heb 12:18–29  
Luke 13:10–17 
 
Aug 28, 2016  
Cracked Cisterns and Living Water 
Jer 2:4–13 
Ps 81:1, 10–16 
Heb 13:1–8, 15–16  
Luke 14:1, 7–14 

August 

Sermons and Scriptures 

tel:614-294-6333
mailto:ubccolumbus@gmail.com
mailto:ubccolumbus@gmail.com
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OSU Welcome Service  

&  Fellowship Dinner 
 

Sunday, August 28, 2016 
Worship at 10:30 am, followed by  

fellowship dinner 

 
Join us for this annual event welcoming the OSU community back 
for another year.  
 
Church members are encouraged to bring a dish to share.  Wings 
will be provided by BW3. 
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Return Service Requested 8/31/16 

University Baptist Church — Progressive • Welcoming • Inclusive 

 Baseball game. Tuesday, August 2, 7:10pm, Great American Ball Park, Cincinnati. Plan now to join us for a road 
trip to the Queen City for a matchup between the Reds and the Cardinals. Ticket prices and other details to come. More 
information: Bob Turner.  

 Theology & Ethics on Tap, Friday, August 12, 7 pm, The Chop Shop. Enjoy your favorite libation as we hold an 
informal discussion on various theological topics and their implications in the real world. More information: Bob Turner. 
Note: We will be holding this event the second Friday of every month. 

 OSU Welcome Service & Fellowship Dinner, Sunday, August 28, 2016. Worship at 10:30 am followed by a fellow-
ship dinner.  Join us for this annual event welcoming the OSU community back for another year. Church members are 
encouraged to bring a dish to share; wings will be provided by BW3. 

Pastor—Rev. Bob Turner 

Moderator—Frankl Benline 

Choir Director—Chelsea Mondesir 

Pianist—Mollie Rausch 

Office Manager—Kerry Taylor 

Nursery Care—Liliya Yang  

50 West Lane Avenue 

Columbus, Ohio 43201 

Phone: 614.294.6333 

E-mail: ubccolumbus@gmail.com 

Website: www.ubccolumbus.org 

Worship—10:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School—2nd 

and 4th Sundays—10:30 a.m. 

Office Hours 

Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

University 
Baptist Church 


