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Cornerstone 
Caring for Tomatoes  — Ken Watkins 

Many submissions to the  

newsletter are voluntary   

contributions from  

individuals. The ideas expressed 

do not necessarily reflect the 

mission or views of University 

Baptist Church as a whole. 

“This mother became one of those slen-
der but strong stakes placed beside a 
tomato plant to prevent it from breaking 
from the burden that bends it.” From 8 
Habits of Love by Ed Bacon 

If you knew my history with growing 

tomatoes or any other plant you would 

be relieved to know that this article is 

not about agronomy. Both my parents 

grew up on farms. When I was a child 

and adolescent, we harvested an abun-

dant garden every year. Later, when I 

was in college, my dad won the “Yard of 

the Week” award in our little town. That 

gene that carried love for tilling and 

growing just skipped right on by me, and 

seems have to bypassed my sons also. 

But I love Ed Bacon’s analogy that peo-

ple can be “slender but strong stakes” 

that give support to others.  

Today, in one of my quiet moments, my 

mind began pulling to its surface people 

and experiences from my life’s journey. I 

thought about those who supported me, 

held me up in times of strain, encour-

aged me with affirmation, lifted my head 

and heart with words of hope, and for-

gave me when I had blundered. Some-

times the support was so continuous that 

I took it for granted, like the air I was 

breathing. Other times, support came 

spontaneously, even serendipitously 

from the words or deeds of people 

around me who seemed to intuitively 

know that I was bending low with the 

weight of life or becoming weary from 

challenges of life’s trek.  

Out of curiosity, I Googled “staking 

tomatoes.” One site suggested five ways 

to support tomato plants, to help them 

bear the burden of stem, leaves, and 

fruit: 1. Stake them with wooden or 

metal poles; 2. Fence them, using exist-

ing fences or light weight fence material; 

3. and 4. Cage them, surrounding them 

with either cone shaped cages or square 

cages; and 5. Trellis them by tying the 

vines to a trellis like structure. But one 

thing that was common for all these 

support aids was their location. In order 

to give support, they had to be close to 

the plants.  

The calling of God on our lives is to be 

many things in the world. We are to do 

justice, love mercy, and walk humbly 

with our God. We are to seek the King-

dom of God and pray for its coming. 

We are to love our enemies. And the list 

goes on. But regarding the fellowship 

that we call the church we are to live in 

koinonia, to share the common life – to 

live in fellowship. We are to be stakes 

for one another. 
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In order to support one another we 

must be close enough to know when 

our UBC friends are in need of up-

lifting. We cannot affirm one anoth-

er well from a distance, even though 

social media can be an important 

part of our touch on each other’s 

lives. Intuitively, we know we need 

each other. And, obviously, we long 

for more intimacy with one another. 

We enjoy the contact that we have 

and hang together well. Let’s just 

admit it we want to allow others into 

our lives, even though we may be 

guarded. We sense value in gather-

ing.  

At UBC, during the next few 

months we will have ample opportu-

nities to be together. Here are a few 

examples of gatherings that can be-

come more than the obvious:  

Thursday night choir practice is a 

time not only to blend voices but 

also to blend lives.  

The UBC  Book Club, soon to be 

announced, will use Rachel Held 

Evans’s book: Inspired as the back-

drop and stimulus. This group will 

meet bi-monthly either on Monday 

or Sunday nights. (Let me know 

which night is better for you.)  

The Crop Walk on October 13 is 

more than a way to raise money for 

the hungry. It is an opportunity to be 

together, to learn from one another, 

and to laugh and relax together.  

Sunday morning moments in and 

around our worship hour become 

times to catch up and to care for one 

another, times to listen to old friends 

and make new friends. 

Working in the background or as a 

table teacher for INCH 

(International Neighborhood Coffee 

Hour that meets on Wednesday 

mornings) is not only an opportunity 

to share a welcome for International 

women in our community but is also a 

time to enjoy the sweet fellowship that 

comes from working together. 

Not all fellowship has to be in groups 

organized someone at church. Be a 

part of an underground” fellowship 

movement.“ Some people would en-

joy your coming to their home for a 

visit. Or perhaps set a goal of eating 

lunch or getting a coffee (tea, soda, 

etc.) with someone in the church once 

a month or more often. Put together 

an occasional or routine lunch group. 

Find ways to stand close and give sup-

port. 

To support one another involves be-

ing intentional with our attention. 

Lifting one another up produces good 

fruit. Allowing yourself to be lifted 

and supported is also an important 

part of the growth process. And 

sometimes the support is so light, so 

gentle that awareness of the loving 

touch of others can only be spotlight-

ed in retrospect as one looks back 

over trails she or he have trod.  

Birthdays 

4 Orin Newberry 

7 Bill Schultz 

13 Tim Spengler 

15  Kerry Taylor 

24 Richard Hough 

 

Anniversaries 

21  Ken & Genevieve 

 Peterson 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Start with Love  
                         — Julius Mayo 

And now faith, hope, and love abide, these 
three; and the greatest of these is love. 1 Co-
rinthians 13:13 

Each autumn, when I meet new stu-
dents starting on campus, I am remind-
ed of my first days of college life. I re-
member feeling like I was in the middle 
of a swirling vortex of options, ideas, 
and new experiences. It was challeng-
ing to figure out where to start. After 
hanging out with my roommates for a 
couple of hours (which included an 
energetic game of bowling at the Drake 
Union), I mapped out my classes and 
finally went shopping for my textbooks 
for the term.  I felt somewhat settled 
into my new student life, but some-
thing still seemed to be missing. 

 A few days later, my parents called. 
After a quick check-in about how I was 
doing, my dad asked the fateful ques-
tion that resolved all the uncertainty I 
was feeling. He wanted to know what 
church I planned to attend on campus. 
In honesty, I hadn’t thought about it 
until that moment. My dad, on the oth-
er hand, had already researched my 
options and proceeded to let me know 
what they were. The one I eventually 
chose was University Baptist Church. 
As you might have guessed, I am now a 
member of the church and have been 
coming here since my undergraduate 
days. I’ve never regretted it. 

The reason finding a church home was 
so fulfilling for me was because it 
helped me ground my life and learning 
experiences in LOVE. As I explored 
theories and constructs in Ohio State 
classrooms, I learned about for-
giveness, compassion, and joy in my 
new church home. It was, and is, the 
nexus of these two experiences that 
keep me focused and empowered as an 
educator and a Christian. 

Not unlike my earlier days as a student, 
I still find that the best place to start 
when seeking direction is, to begin 
with, love. 

All praises are to the Creator, Christ, 
and Holy Spirit  





Being a pastor at Philmont Scout 
Ranch is a joy in so many ways. It is an 
idyllic setting in the Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains of New Mexico, with mule 
deer, antelope, black bear, bobcats, elk, 
and so much more. Every day in this 
beautiful place Maryann and I are able 
to experience the beauty of God’s cre-
ation, and hear God’s voice as we min-
ister to thousands of scouts and lead-
ers. We preach the word of God daily, 
counsel those who are homesick or 
lonely, and live a ministry of presence. 
And then the ‘real world’ breaks 
through into our little utopia, threaten-
ing to turn everything that we love up-
side down. 

The news came three weeks ago of a 
mass shooting at the garlic festival in 
Gilroy, CA. It so happened that we 
had a crew of scouts from that small 
town who were hiking at Philmont that 
very week. Our responsibility was to 
locate the crew (an hour away over 
rugged roads) to share with them the 
tragic news and arrange for each mem-
ber to call home and check on family. 
Thankfully none of the families were 
affected by the murders, but at least 
one adult leader did know the family of 
a victim there. 

Then last week our world was shat-
tered again by a mass shooting in El 
Paso, TX and another in Dayton. 
Once again we had a crew here from 
El Paso and the news had to be deliv-
ered at a remote site. Such news is nev-
er easy to deliver, and more challeng-
ing when it is reported that children 
are among the dead. The night before 
receiving that news I had preached 
about how we are all a part of God’s 
family, and how His arms are wide 
enough to encircle all of us. The news 
from El Paso made it clear that some 
members of our society (encouraged 
by racist rhetoric from national leader-
ship) do not believe that all of God’s 
people are worthy of living. Clearly the 
commandments of the Bible, both the 
Exodus commandments and Jesus’ 
commandments to love our neighbor 
as our self, have become shrouded in 
our society by hate and greed and easy 

Just Another Killing — Kerry Cheesman 

access to weapons whose only purpose 
is to kill fellow human beings. 

Our youngest son Josh, a California 
Highway Patrol officer, said after these 
shootings “don’t waste time thinking 
about it – tomorrow the American 
people will have forgotten, the politi-
cians will have turned away yet again, 
and there will be another killing soon, 
because we as a society don’t have the 
will to do anything about it”. He’s right 
– America has lost her moral leader-
ship position and appears to have giv-
en up on the vision of the founding 
fathers. The Bible has taken a back seat 
to the rantings and writings of racists, 
bigots, and gun-rights advocates. No 
longer do people from a variety of 
backgrounds feel safe venturing out 
from their own homes. No longer do 
many of us feel safe sending our 
grandchildren off to school, shopping 
in large stores or malls, or going to 
sporting events and concerts or other 
large gatherings. The very soul of our 
nation is being ripped apart little by 
little. 

As Christians, as the people of God, 
we need to pray daily for an end to the 
stupidity and the violence that are 
plaguing us. We need to pray that our 
leadership will come to their senses 
and stop blaming mental illness instead 
of gun manufacturers. We need to pray 
that the children of our country may 
one day be safe in their own schools 
and communities, and not held hostage 
by the selfishness of a few.  

As I ponder where we can turn for 
answers, I am reminded of the song 
Blowin’ in the Wind, written in 1962 by 
Bob Dylan. Part of the lyrics for that 
song goes as follows: 

How many times must the cannon balls fly 
Before they're forever banned? 

Yes, 'n' how many years can some people 
exist 

Before they're allowed to be free? 

Yes, 'n' how many times can a man turn his 
head 

And pretend that he just doesn't see? 

The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind 
The answer is blowin' in the wind. 

There is an answer to our predicament, 
but it seems to be blowin’ in the wind, 
unable to be grasped by politicians or 
the rest of us. Will there be another 
senseless murder before a reasonable 
answer can be found? The unfortunate 
answer is certainly yes. But don’t stop 
praying – God will prevail against this 
evil! Soon, Lord, please – soon! 

Kids’ 2nd and 4th  
Sundays  

by Pat Rohrbaugh 

SPARK!  That’s the name of the 
material we use in Sunday School.  
In addition, I’m hoping that a 
SPARK will ignite our youth as we 
study together each 2nd and 4th 
Sunday.   

We meet in the church basement 
during the worship service.  We 
have a one-room class with all ag-
es meeting together.   

Thomas Garrett, David Riley, and 
Pat Rohrbaugh are the leaders.  

 All are welcome.  I hope to see 
you, September 8. 



Musical Notes  

              — David Tomasacci 

Summer break is coming to a close, 
and thousands of students, faculty, 
staff, and their families are preparing 
for the beginning of a new academic 
year. Here at University Baptist 
Church, the start of Fall semester kicks 
off a number of notable events: the 
return of INCH, our OSU Welcome 
Picnic on Sunday August 25th, and of 
course – the return of the UBC Choir!  

Our 2019-2020 Choir season resumes 
this coming week, with the choir re-
turning to sing for the Welcome Back 
Sunday service on August 25th. The 
choir rehearses on Thursday evenings 
in the Sanctuary from 7:30-9:00PM, 
beginning rehearsals this coming 
Thursday, August 22nd. And we’re al-
ways looking for new singers to join us 
in musical worship and fellowship! If 
you enjoy singing, or playing an instru-
ment, and would like to join the choir 
this year, please contact me at 
(music.ubc@gmail.com) or speak with 
me after any service!  

I’m very excited for this year’s musical 
season, and to have the choir back 
each Sunday morning. In the mean-
time, here’s a little information about 
one of the UBC Choir’s biggest up-
coming event:  

NSI Fall Concert 
Sunday, October 27th 2019 at 4:00PM 
Maynard Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

At the NSI fall concert, the UBC Choir 
will be joining with other church choirs 
from NSI-member area churches to 
sing together and raise money and 
awareness for the good work done by 
Neighborhood Services, Inc. We hope 
you can join us (and the other choirs!) 
at this concert to help support NSI!  

The choir will see you, and you’ll hear 
the choir, soon!  

Coming to UBC! 

UBC/UB Waves Book Club 

INSPIRED by Rachel Held Evans 

When: Second Sunday or Monday of each 

month in the Fall 

Which is better for you? Sunday or  

Monday nights? 

Send an email to kenewatkins@gmail.com 

to let us know your preference or to ask 

questions.  

Book Signing with Bob Turner  
 
Bob Turner will be with us after wor-
ship on Sunday, September 8 to offer 
signed copies of his new book A Rope 
for Judas.  
 
It’s a great opportunity to catch up 
and encourage Bob with this exciting 
endeavor.  

OSU Welcome Sunday  
 
Mark your calendar for August 25. 
We will be welcoming our OSU 
neighbors back for another school 
year.  
 
A special service with potluck to  
follow.  Join us! 
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 UBC Choir - First rehearsal Thursday August 22nd, 7:30PM. If you are interested in joining 
the choir, or in playing an instrument as part of UBC's musical ministry, please contact David Tomasacci 
at music.ubc@gmail.com 

 OSU Welcome Sunday – Mark your calendar for August 25. We will be welcoming our OSU neighbors 
back for another school year. A special service with potluck to follow. 

 Book Signing with Bob Turner – Bob Turner will be with us after worship on Sunday, September 8 to 
offer signed copies of his new book A Rope for Judas. It’s a great opportunity to catch up and encourage 
Bob with this endeavor. 

 Coming Soon! UBC/UB W aves Book Club will be reading Inspired  by Rachel Held Evans on 
the second Sunday or Monday of each monthe in the Fall. Please let us know which is better for you - Sun-
day or Monday nights? Send an email to kenewatkins@gmail.com to let us know your preference or to ask 
questions. 
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