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Christmas, the Call Home and the Call to the Unknown 

Many submissions to the  

newsletter are voluntary   

contributions from  

individuals. The ideas expressed 

do not necessarily reflect the 

mission or views of University 

Baptist Church as a whole. 

At this stage of my life, one might 
think that I would focus my writings 
and my thoughts, on hearth and 
home kind of themes. But tonight, 
as I write, I find myself thinking 
about new frontiers, and I find my-
self looking at the “same old things” 
as the edge of the clearing, adjacent 
to the forest – the place of the un-
known adventure. I find myself 
wondering what’s out there and how 
can I be a part of it.  

It’s not that I don’t like living in the 
settlement that is in the clearing. 
Even in the place that I know, I find 
newness in those around me, and 
they challenge me to pursue the 
frontiers within me, but I wonder if 
I stop venturing forth into the new 
will I stop growing, stop becoming 
all that God intends for me to be-
come.  

Wait! This is Advent, the prelude to 
Christmas. Aren’t I suppose to be 
writing about hearth and home and 
pumpkin pie and giggling children – 
and the anticipation of the coming 
of the Christ Child? But isn’t the sto-
ry, the nativity, the birth of the 
Christ, all about newness, all about 
turning the page of history and be-
ginning something new? Isn’t it 
about the grandest adventure of all? 
Isn’t it about one who showed us 
that God’s intentions for us were 
anything but lethargy, anything but 
complacency, anything but settling 
for what is? 

The whole story is about faith, 
trust, and risk. Mary and Joseph 
said “yes” to God’s invitation to 
join the adventure. Angels were 
involved, as were shepherds, and 
seers from afar. From the begin-
ning the establishment felt threat-
ened by the incarnate one and 
tried to squelch God’s quest, 
God’s adventure for humankind. 
And all along the way, the path 
was unknown by those who 
chose to take it.  

When I think about the adven-
ture of God’s calling on my life, 
on your life, I am reminded again 
of Thomas Merton’s prayer, one 
of my favorite, one that I have 
shared before: 

My Lord God, I have no idea 
where I am going. 
I do not see the road ahead of me. 
I cannot know for certain where it 
will end. 
Nor do I really know myself, and 
the fact that 
I think I am following Your will 
does not mean that I am 
actually doing so. But I believe 
that the desire to please You 
does in fact please you. 
And I hope I have that desire in 
all that I am doing. 
I hope that I will never do any-
thing apart from that desire. 
And I know that, if I do this, 
You will lead me by the right road, 
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though I may know nothing about it. 
Therefore I will trust You always 
though I may seem to be lost 
and in the shadow of death. 
I will not fear, for You are ever with 
me, 
and You will never leave me to face 
my perils alone. 

So as the holidays call us home to 
the warmth of the familiar, let us 
also ponder what God’s adventure 
is for us in the New Year. Where 
will we see God? Where will the 
path that we do not know yet take 
us? And can we hear the angels 
whispering, “Do not be afraid.” 

Birthdays 

5 Maxwell Newberry 

12 Garth House 

13 Bobbi Hoersdig 

17 Molly McClafferty 

23 Nicholas Green 

27 Nancy Peto 

31 Ceth Hough 

 

Anniversaries 

13 Beth Short & John Besch 

 

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries  

Mitten Tree! 
The mitten tree is up! We are col-

lecting hats, gloves/mittens, and 

scarves. 

Hang your item(s) on the special 

tree in the Narthex. We will deliver 

the items to NSI in early January. 

Thank you for helping . 

 

Newsletter items are due the third Fri-
day of the month. 

Also, it is UBC policy that all refer-
ences to God be inclusive.  We will 
edit to reflect this. 

Please contact the office if you have 
any questions. 

Newsletter Submissions 

From the Williams Family... NSI Needs 

 
NSI needs help every Monday with 
a  food Pick up from Whole foods 
on W Dublin Granville road. 

Please look at your schedule and see 
if you may be able to  regularly as-
sist with this. 

More information to come. 

 

UBC is also collecting DIAPERS 
for NSI. Please bring your dona-
tions to the church and we will de-
liver them for you! 

Thank you to all who helped in 

any way with the services for 

Carver and the receptions after-

wards. 

A special thanks to David for 

the beautiful solo. 

Sally Williams and Family 
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Is It Really a Good Time for a Child to be Born? — By Kerry Cheesman 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given—Isaiah 9:6 

In the days leading up to Thanksgiv-
ing, Maryann and I experienced the 
birth of not just one, but two grand-
sons – Dylan and Tucker. They were 
born just two days apart, in the same 
hospital, to two of our sons. Need-
less to say we were overjoyed at their 
births, and cannot wait to hold them 
when we travel to California for 
Christmas. What a truly amazing 
event to help us start the Advent 
season, leading to the birth of our 
Lord! 

As exciting as this may seem, there is 
a piece of my brain that really wor-
ries. Last week I discussed with my 
senior students a significant number 
of recent studies on babies (using 
umbilical cord blood at the time of 
birth) indicating that each baby born 
this year has hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of cancer-causing chemicals 
already in his/her blood, increasing 
the likely rate of many cancers in 
years to come. Additional chemicals 
present are known to increase the 
rate of depression, suicide, and ag-
gression. One researcher noted that 
– no matter how careful prospective 
parents are – our newborns are the 
most polluted organisms on the face 
of the earth. 

Add to that the major new scientific 
report issued last month which indi-
cates just how badly we have de-
stroyed the planet over the last cen-
tury, and how generations to come 
will be burdened with not only in-
creasingly expensive natural disasters 
(such as wildfires and hurricanes), 
but also wars fought over the few 
remaining resources on the planet 
(since with 7 billion people we have 
exceeded the ability of the planet to 
provide for all). When we look at all 
of this evidence at once, one has to 
ask “is this a good time to bring a 
new child into this world, even if it is 
deeply loved by its family and com-
munity?” 

As disturbing as all of that seems, I 
then begin to think about what the 
world was like when Mary and Joseph 
brought God’s son Jesus into the 
world. Palestine was ruled by an egotis-
tical (even narcissistic) leader, just as 
we are today. The known world was 
going through a drought cycle with 
devastating famines and floods, just as 
parts of the world are today. War was 
raging on several battlegrounds, just as 
today. And the Jewish people were 
being taxed heavily to pay for the 
schemes of the wealthy, just as we are 
today. It appeared to be a pretty bad 
outlook then as well. 

And yet, this was precisely the time 
that God chose to bring his son, Jesus 
the Messiah, into the world – in a time 
of stress and turmoil and poor national 
leadership – to announce to all that 
change, and restoration of His King-
dom was on the way. As Madeleine 
L’Engle wrote: 

“This is no time for a child to be born, 
with the earth betrayed by war and hate, 

And a comet slashing the sky to warn 
that time runs out and the sun burns 
late. 

That was no time for a child to be born, 
in a land in the crushing grip of Rome; 

Honour and truth were trampled by 
scorn – yet here did the Saviour make 
his home. 

When is the time for love to be born? The 
inn is full on the planet earth, 

And by a comet the sky is torn – yet 
Love still takes the risk of birth.” 

(The Risk of Birth, An Advent Poem, 
1973) 

Well, I guess if it was an OK time for 
Jesus to be born in such a time as this, 
then I feel more at ease with the births 
of Dylan and Tucker. For, you see, they 
are loved and greatly surrounded by 
love, so that makes the risk of birth 
completely worthwhile! And their 
births make an amazing start to retell-
ing once again the marvelous Advent 
story foretold by the prophet Isaiah: 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty 
God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace! 

Christ-

mas Eve 

Worship  

4th Sunday of Advent:  

10:30 a.m. 

Christmas Eve:  

7:00 pm 

Join us for 

“Christmas Eve 

Worship with 

Move United 

December 24 at 

5:00 pm 
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December is RMMO month at UBC. 

Consider supporting the retired  

missionaries and ministers within the 

American Baptist network. 

From Move United…. 

Inclement Weather  
and Church Services 

If the weather looks bad on Sun-
day morning, check your preferred 
local news source for weather 
alerts. If at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday 
there is a Level 2 or 3 snow emer-
gency, worship will be cancelled. 



Return Service Requested 12/30/18 

University Baptist Church — Progressive • Welcoming • Inclusive 

Christmas Eve Services will be held at 5:00 pm here at UBC. We will be having a joint service with Move United. Join us! 

Mitten Tree – The mitten tree is up in the Narthex. Please add your donations for our neighbors in need. We will take the 
items to NSI in early January. 

Pledge Cards for 2019. Pledge cards for 2019 were sent. Extra copies of the letter and cards are in the Narthex. Please begin 
considering your support of UBC. Many thanks for all that you do! 

NSI Needs Diapers! Please bring diapers for the NSI barrel. As always, thank you for your generosity to our neighbors. 

Inclement Weather and Church Services. If the weather looks bad on Sunday morning, check your preferred local news 
source for weather alerts. If at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday there is a Level 2 or 3 snow emergency, worship will be cancelled. 

Activity Bags for Children. Activity sheets of coloring, word searches, mazes, dot to dot, cross word puzzles, and fill in the 
blank, all with a Biblical theme, are available on the round table just outside the sanctuary. Ask a greeter if you need assistance.  

Interim Pastor—Ken Watkins 

Moderator—Barbara Bullock  

       (2018) 

Choir Director—David Tomasacci 

Pianist—Mollie Rausch 

Office Manager—Kerry Taylor 
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