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The Trail Begins Here — By Ken Watkins 

Many submissions to the  

newsletter are voluntary   

contributions from  

individuals. The ideas expressed 

do not necessarily reflect the 

mission or views of University 

Baptist Church as a whole. 

On January 27, in our Annual Meeting, 
University Baptist Church voted to con-
tinue to move toward merger with Move 
United, of the United Church of Christ, 
that shares our values and commitment to 
ministry in the University District. At this 
meeting, the Council of Ministries and 
church staff made a commitment to share 
on a regular basis the progress as we 
move toward the completion of this pro-
cess. As things develop we will send out 
special progress reports. But for now, I 
want to share some of my personal obser-
vations and feelings concerning the road 
ahead. 

Naming feelings is important to move-
ment and movement is important to life. 
The opportunities to change or to do 
something new generate all kinds of feel-
ings. When I think about our church mak-
ing major changes, I find that within me I 
have a variety of emotions floating 
around. As I write this, I am aware of 
some that I would call negative emotions 
– anxiety, frustration, and fear. If I look 
closely at these feelings, turning them 
over in my mind, I find that they have 
roots that run deep within me, perhaps 
back to childhood experiences or parental 
warnings. Among these uncomfortable 
feelings, I also have feelings that that are 
positive – anticipation, satisfaction, and 
excitement. I don’t know what’s around 
the next bend in the road, but the bend in 
the road fascinates me. I anticipate some-
thing new, something meaningful and full 
of purpose. I am confident that God will 
be there with me. The satisfaction I feel 
comes from a sense that we are closer to 
being who we, as a community, are meant 
to be. We are meant to be pioneer people 
not settlers. We are meant to be pilgrims 

traveling new paths, marking new 
trails.  

When I was a child, most weeks, my 
family watched Wagon Train, a TV 
series about people moving west. 
Young couples, families, and singles 
would gather in St. Louis, service 
their wagons and secure supplies, 
preparing for that day when the Wag-
on Master would shout, “Wagons, 
ho!” and lead the pioneers, the pil-
grims, the travelers out of the secure 
and into the unknown or partially 
known west. Their dreams had to 
become more than their fears, so 
they nurtured their dreams and 
pushed through their fear.  

UBC is beginning a journey. We are 
joining others on this journey.  What 
we will become and where we will 
“go” are not completely clear to us, 
but who we are will help shape that. 
Here is the dream: 

UBC and Move United will merge 
to form a vibrant community of 
faith where all people are em-
braced with equality and respect. 
We will offer an assertive love to 
each other, to our fellow travelers 
from Move United, and to our 
world. We will become a new 
community, grounded in the Bib-
lical image of the people of God, 
gracious to all we encounter, and 
gritty in our determination, cour-
age, and faithfulness. We will 
form a safe, encouraging commu-
nity where all who are a part of it 
and all who come near will find 
encouragement to taste the love of 
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Newsletter items are due the third Fri-
day of the month. 

Also, it is UBC policy that all refer-
ences to God be inclusive.  We will 
edit to reflect this. 

Please contact the office if you have 
any questions. 

Newsletter Submissions 

Birthdays 

1  Rachel Turner 

7 Rini Saha 

14 Bob Hoersdig 

19 Josh Thomas 

19 Will Sorrell 

God and dispense that love to oth-
ers. 

As we start this journey, a word from 
scripture comes to mind: For I know 
the plans I have for you,” declares 
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11) 
Let us whisper these words often.  

Inclement Weather  
and Church Services 

If the weather looks bad on Sun-
day morning, check your preferred 
local news source for weather 
alerts. If at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday 
there is a Level 2 or 3 snow emer-
gency, worship will be cancelled. 

NSI hase requested that 

we provide Chocolate 

Bunnies!  

 We are committed to 125 

chocolate bunnies  by 

April 7th.  

Thank you for your  

generosity. 

NSI Easter Basket Donation  

for 2019 

Share Your Talents Once 
Again—Kerry Cheesman 

 
First of all, THANK YOU to all who 
shared their wonderful thoughts and 
feelings with us in the Advent 2018 
Daily Meditations. They were wonder-
ful, and I so thoroughly enjoyed read-
ing a new voice each and every morn-
ing during the Advent season. My spirit 
was lifted to praise God in new and 
wonderful ways by your precious con-
tributions. 

NOW we approach the season of Lent. 
Our custom for the past 12 years has 
been to also prepare a book of medita-
tions written by our members and 
friends. As we did for Advent 2018, we 
will share in this joyous task with our 
brethren at Move United. But since 
Lent is almost twice as long as Advent, 
that still means we need every voice 
from UBC heard during this season. 

If you have not already signed up, 
please let me know 
(kcheesma@capital.edu or in person) 
ASAP of your willingness to share. If 
you are willing to write two meditations 
instead of one, please indicate that as 
well. Write from your heart and your 
experiences. There are no specific 
scriptures to go by, only where your 
heart leads. Let the Holy Spirit guide 
you. 

THANK YOU for sharing. 

mailto:kcheesma@capital.edu
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Our Future Begins Right Now — By Kerry Cheesman 

4th Sunday of Advent:  

10:30 a.m. 

Christmas Eve:  

7:00 pm 

Perhaps you heard the news. A Chi-
nese doctor announced that he had 
genetically engineered two children 
(twins) that were born in the late fall. 
Another child has also been genet-
ically designed, he said, and is due in 
March. Although scientists and phy-
sicians around the world were initial-
ly skeptical of his claims, this past 
week the Chinese government con-
firmed the existence of the children 
(although they have not allowed any-
one else to confirm this), and the 
doctor was placed under house arrest 
for violating Chinese laws. He also 
violated the rules of bioethics, which 
had been discussed and agreed on 
just weeks before at an international 
conference that he attended. 

The process of genetic manipulation 
of embryos has been going on for 
decades, although not on humans. 
We have discovered ways to alter 
DNA to, for instance, replace a seg-
ment that causes a tragic disease with 
a copy of DNA that behaves correct-
ly. We have attempted to do the 
same in humans, but only after birth 
(gene therapy on children has been 
quite successful at curing some dis-
eases). The mechanisms have been 
somewhat crude, even when success-
ful, but like any technology have be-
come more and more precise. 

Just four years ago a new, very pre-
cise method of altering DNA was 
announced by the scientific world. It 
is called CRISPR, or CRISPR-Cas9. 
It is a marvelous technique of using 
‘molecular scissors and tweezers’ to 
snip DNA in a very precise way, in-
serting a new DNA piece that the 
cell will recognize and allow to do its 
job. It is so easy to do that even my 
students have been trying it out for 
the past two years. The new pieces 
of DNA endow the organism with 
fresh capabilities. The old DNA is 
not removed or destroyed, only com-
plemented with new possibilities that 
make the organism stronger and bet-
ter. 

I was thinking about the experiments 
that my students are doing as we cir-
cled our congregation together at the 
close of our communion service last 
month. Each time we do this we sing 
about the ‘tie that binds us together’, 
like linked DNA in our cells. And I 
thought about the process of CRISPR 
which allows new and wonderful addi-
tions to the circle of life – not destroy-
ing or removing but adding and com-
plementing and creating something 
even better. 

Now we have the opportunity to add 
to our congregational DNA just as 
scientists add new DNA to any organ-
ism. The opportunity to merge with 
people of the Move United congrega-
tion might just be that special oppor-
tunity to do what CRISPR does – cre-
ate something stronger and better 
without destroying or harming what 
was there to begin with.  More life, 
more opportunity, more capabilities. 
And (unlike using CRISPR techniques 
in humans), endless possibilities with 
no ethical concerns! 

Although the Chinese doctor is under 
arrest, and the world has decried the 
use of this technology on human em-
bryos, the work will progress and 
someday we will likely see its wide-
spread use. (For a glimpse into that 
future, watch the movie GATTACA.) 
In the meantime Christ calls us to use 
every tool in our lab to keep our con-
gregation (or a new combined congre-

gation) vibrant and moving forward to 
share the gospel news throughout the 
world. The Holy Spirit whispers in our 
ears, asking what we will do. Will we as 
a congregation see the possibilities and 
opportunities of a refreshed, stronger 
and more capable body, or will we al-
low disease to overtake and destroy us? 

The future for us is now – how we 
react to the new opportunities present-
ed to us remains to be seen. 

Ash Wednesday  

Services with  

Move United 

March 6, 2019 

6:30 pm at UBC 
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 Ash Wednesday Services – We are having a joint Ash Wednesday service with Move United on Wednesday, 
March 6 at 6:30 pm. Please join us! 

 NSI Easter Basket Item -  This year we are challenged to provide 125 chocolate bunnies!  

 Snack Sign Up for 2019. The sign-up sheet is posted in the Narthex near the kitchenette. Please volunteer to 
share snacks in 2019. 

 2019 UBC Directory. Please notify the office with any changes to your contact information. We know sever-
al members have moved this year and have gotten their new addresses, if you have other changes, please email 
or call the office. 

 Inclement Weather and Church Services. If the weather looks bad on Sunday morning, check your pre-
ferred local news source for weather alerts. If at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday there is a Level 2 or 3 snow emergency, 
worship will be cancelled. 


