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Pastor’s Note — Ken Watkins 

No newsletters were printed in  

May or June 2018 

Many submissions to the  

newsletter are voluntary   

contributions from  

individuals. The ideas expressed 

do not necessarily reflect the 

mission or views of University 

Baptist Church as a whole. 

Since I begin a second tenure as Interim 
Pastor on July 1, I would like to find 
some wise words to contemplate and 
offer to others, but what comes to mind 
is a simple reminder regarding time – 
time that has passed, time that lies 
ahead, and time that is the “now.” 
Thinking about these three words that 
we use to talk about time (past, future, 
and now), here are my suggestion  
for us: 

Let’s affirm the past. 
Embrace the future. 
And grasp with gentle but 
firm hands the now. 

University Baptist Church has a heroic 
history. Our church has stood on the 
side of justice, acted bravely in the face 
of prejudice, and held high the light of 
the gospel. UBC has welcomed into its 
family those declared aliens by our cul-
ture, not as oddities and not in a pat-
ronizing way but with respect and as 
equals. And through this inclusion the 
church became more of who it was 
called to be. From our past, we get a 
glimpse of who we want to be, but the 
past does not tell us who we are; it tells 
us who we were. Who we are is deter-
mined by how we embrace the future 
and act in the present.  

To embrace the future takes courage 
and wisdom. Sometimes a changing, 
uncertain horizon discourages move-
ment. We may know that changes need 
to occur but fear them if it means mov-
ing away from the comfortable. What if 
we make a mistake? What if we lose 
something vital while experimenting 
with the new and untested?  

The moment is the place of transfor-
mation. The “now” is where we 
emerge and become something new. 
The past may give us a place to stand, 
but the decision to trek on is made in 
the blips of time in which we reflect, 
we plan, we celebrate, we love, and we 
choose. So, how do we move ahead? 
The past gives us some clues, as do the 
scriptures.  I think that one of the 
theme scriptures of UBC is Micah 6:8. 

He has told you, O mortal, 
what is good; 
and what does 
the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, 
and to walk humbly with 
your God. 

If we do justice, love kindness, and 
walk humbly with God, in the ever 
changing environment in which we live 
we will do well and be on track for 
what God wants us to become.  

Writing this, I am reminded of this 
prayer by Thomas Merton:  

My Lord God, I have no idea where 
I am going. 
I do not see the road ahead of me. 
I cannot know for certain where it 
will end. 
Nor do I really know myself, and 
the fact that 
I think I am following Your will 
does not mean that I am 
actually doing so. But I believe that 
the desire to please You 
does in fact please you. 
And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing. 
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Because God Told Us To — by Julius Mayo 

I hope that I will never do 
anything apart from that de-
sire. 
And I know that, if I do this, 
You will lead me by the right 
road, 
though I may know nothing 
about it. 
Therefore I will trust You 
always though I may seem to 
be lost 
and in the shadow of death. 
I will not fear, for You are 
ever with me, 
and You will never leave me 
to face my perils alone. 

What a beautiful guiding prayer. 
If we change the pronoun “I” 
to “we” it can be our prayer. Let 
us truly desire to please God 
and let that desire lead us. May 
we truly trust God and let that 
trust dissolve away the fears of 
the unknown that awaits us on 
the edge of the horizon. 

While in Rome this past May with the 
student group, we volunteered with a 
group called Caritas, which serves as a 
community outreach organization for 
the Vatican.  During our orientation 
to Caritas we discussed the impressive 
number of volunteers and amount of 
social justice work that is done to help 
the homeless, older citizens and the 
hungry.  When one student asked why 
the group was so committed to put-
ting so much work and hours into 
helping others, our host turned to 
them, and replied: “because that’s 
what God told us to do.”   

As Christians, it’s sometimes easy to 
forget that the most powerful (and 
consistent) theme throughout the Bi-
ble is that the most powerful things 
we can do for ourselves and others 
involve actively showing love.   

At times we come up with many rea-
sons why we don’t have time to help 
out others in need.  We might worry 
that it will be too time consuming to 
volunteer, or that the individuals we 
are working with don’t really need the 

services we are providing.  The fact is, 
however, the Creator has instructed us 
to do it if we truly want to be disciples 
of Christ.  

So, when we are trying to rationalize 
why to do the right thing, remember 
that God has given us the clearest rea-
son to do so, and that is so that we can 
do God’s will.  

All praises be to the Creator, Christ 
and Holy Spirit!  

Activity bags are now available for 
children to use in the sanctuary during 
worship.  The bags are filled with 
sheets that have coloring, word 
searches, hidden pictures, mazes, dot 
to dot, cross word puzzles, and fill in 
the blanks, all with a Biblical theme.  
In some, there is a book about the 
theme of the sheets.  Pencils and cray-
ons are also in the bags.  Bags may be 
found on one of the round tables be-
fore entering the sanctuary.  

 There are two sets of bags: ones for 
lower elementary, which have red zip-
pers, and ones for upper elementary 
with black zippers.  Although most 
sheets do not require a Bible, there are 
Bibles in the pews and Children’s Bi-
bles on the round tables to use if nec-
essary.  At the end of the service, the 
children should keep the activity 
sheets and return everything else to 
the bag.  The bags should be left on 
the round table where they were 
picked up.  
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VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 6/16/18)—A letter has been sent to Jeff Sessions, in response to his remarks which cited 
Romans 13 as justification for practices such as separating children from their parents in immigration cases. After discussion 
with the Board of General Ministries at its meeting in Green Lake, Wis., June 13-15, Dr. Lee B. Spitzer, ABCUSA General 
Secretary, wrote to Mr. Sessions. The text of the letter follows. . 

June 15, 2018 

Mr. Jeff Sessions, Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 

Dear Attorney General Sessions, 

I am writing to you today on behalf of the 5,000 congregations and 1.3 million members of the American Baptist Churches 
USA (ABCUSA). As General Secretary, I serve as the national pastor of the denomination. ABCUSA has a long and distin-
guished record of service in welcoming immigrants and refugees to communities throughout the United States. 

The American Baptist family would like to communicate our deep concern over the unjust immigration policies of the United 
States government, and in particular, the unconscionable separation of children from their parents on our southern border. 
As a fellowship of Christ-followers who recall the trials of the child Jesus and his parents, who fled from persecution in their 
homeland to another country (Matthew 2:13-18), we adamantly oppose separating children from their relatives. A just society 
can fulfill its fidelity to its own laws and border security without resorting to such unwise and harmful practices; instead, we 
urge that compassion, fairness and family-affirming policies characterize our response to the plight of families on our bor-
ders. We note that destructive practices such as the separation of children from parents place a serious burden on our law 
enforcement agents and officials, who in carrying out such policies find their own consciences ethically compromised and 
troubled. 

Furthermore, we strongly disagree with your erroneous appropriation of the New Testament (in particular, Romans 13) to 
justify inhumane and unjust governmental actions. No responsible Christian theologian would assert that Romans 13, or any 
other passage in the Bible, supports the horrific separation of children from parents that we are witnessing at the present 
time. In fact, both the Old and New Testaments call those who believe in God to welcome refugees and immigrants with 
open arms and friendship, with loving care and concern, and with the willingness to assist others in enjoying the prospects of 
a future based on hope and opportunity. 

Accordingly, American Baptists wish to express our sincere hope that the separation of children and parents will immediately 
cease. We urge Congress and the President to approve and implement without delay more compassionate and just immigra-
tion policies and procedures. As the leading law enforcement official of our government, it is your privilege and responsibility 
to lead such an effort. Thank you for considering our position. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Dr. Lee B. Spitzer, General Secretary 
American Baptist Churches USA 

American Baptist Churches USA is one of the most diverse Christian denominations today, with approximately 5,000 congregations comprised of 
1.3 million members, across the United States and Puerto Rico, all engaged in God’s mission around the world.  

 

Homer Piper, long time member and father to current member Oliva Riley, passed away on March 31. He was a veteran of 
the Army Air Corps, serving as a togglier and armorer gunner on a B-17 Flying Fortress during WW II. Following his service, 
Homer graduated from Sioux Falls College and worked for Ashland Chemical Company. Homer served the UBC community 
as treasurer for a number of years.  Our sympathies and love go out to the Riley family on their loss. 

American Baptist Churches USA Responds to Current Immigration Crisis 

Remembering Homer Piper 
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Twelve Ridiculously Easy Ways to Help Save God’s Creation—By Kerry Cheesman 

In my recent Earth Day sermon I mentioned that God’s creation, which 
we as God’s children and followers of Christ have been specifically 
charged with caring for, is being destroyed at an alarming rate. Almost eve-
ry aspect of creation has been, and is, under attack by human negligence 
and lack of care. In fact, the problems are now so immense that they al-
most seem insurmountable unless the world’s leaders make some radical 
decisions (which they are unlikely to do). 

Near the end of the sermon I admitted that neither you nor I, nor Univer-
sity Baptist Church, nor any community that we are a part of, can fix the 
problems that humans have created. They are simply too immense. How-
ever, I also noted the Biblical example of Jesus: “Jesus did not heal all of the 
lepers in Palestine, only those right in front of him; Jesus did not heal all of the blind 
people in Jerusalem, only the one in front of him; and Jesus did not feed everyone in Ju-
dea who was hungry, only the 5,000 right in front of him. I can’t take care of the whole 
of God’s creation, and neither can you. But, I can try to take care of what is right in 
front of me. I can change one thing at a time, just as Jesus did. We can ALL change 
one thing at a time. This much we CAN do.” 

As a follow-up to that notion of making a difference by doing the small 
things that are right in front of us, here are a few ideas that are very simple 
and easy to do, both for us as individuals and for us as a church. Almost 
none cost money, and several actually save money while helping to main-
tain and preserve the creation that God has entrusted to our care. Maryann 
and I have tried to implement all of these in our daily routines (although 
we are certainly not perfect in our application). I hope these ideas are use-
ful to you and to our church. 

Purchase and drink from a reusable water bottle. Be sure it is BPA-free, and refill it from the water cooler or even 
from larger bottles of purified water. Stop using individual throw-away bottles. In the US alone more than 1.5 million 
barrels of oil go into making disposable plastic water bottles each year, and most of these wind up in local landfills 
(many also wind up in the oceans where they are a threat to wildlife). 

Use less water each day. Take shorter showers, and save on your water bill. Turn off the sink when brushing your teeth. 
Water lawns only when absolutely necessary (when starting new seed, for instance – otherwise let nature take its 
course). Use a broom to clean driveways and sidewalks, not water.  The US, along with the rest of the world, is rapid-
ly running out of fresh water. It is our most precious commodity, yet we waste hundreds of billions of gallons per 
day. 

Turn off lights and unplug electrical appliances when not in use. It only takes a second to flip a switch when leaving 
a room, and you can decrease both your electric bill and your air conditioning bill, since light bulbs that are lit give off 
heat into the room. Most appliances that are plugged in still use electricity even though they are not in use. 

Always take reusable grocery bags with you to the store. Never use the disposable ones except in an emergency. (If 
you need some reusable ones, please ask – we have plenty to spare at our house). Disposable plastic bags are one of 
the greatest threats to God’s creatures across the globe. Maybe Ohio needs to follow the lead of California, which 
charges 10 to 15 cents for every disposable grocery bag used as a way to recover the costs of cleaning up the mess 
created by them. 

Recycle all cardboard, glass, paper, metal, and certain plastics (according to the numbers on the bottom of the con-
tainers). We can keep billions of tons out of the landfills and waterways each year, and create plenty of recycled prod-
ucts to help our communities and neighborhoods. If your neighborhood does not have curb-side recycling, look 
around for a near-by location that will accept your recycling. 

Don’t buy or use any type of Styrofoam food containers. Styrofoam does not degrade, and clogs the landfill with bil-
lions of pounds of waste per year. Use paper products, or better yet use regular plates, bowls, and cups and wash 
them for reuse. It takes more water to manufacture Styrofoam than it does to wash the dishes for reuse. 
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Forget the plastic straws. Unless your mouth is wired shut for medical reasons, drink from the cup instead. Consumers 
in the US use enough plastic straws each day to circle the earth twice, and thousands of birds and aquatic mammals 
die each year as a result of straws that wind up in the ocean. 

Avoid purchasing products that use an aerosol spray. This might include hairspray, insect repellent, air fresheners, 
whipped dessert topping, and many others. Although chlorofluorocarbons were eliminated from aerosols many years 
ago, they were replaced with chemicals that are known greenhouse gases and contribute to global warming. Use a 
pump spray or a gel instead of aerosol cans. 

Change old light bulbs to CFLs or LEDs. Yes, they cost more initially, but they will save plenty of money in the long 
run as they use a lot less energy and last up to 8 times longer. According to the USEPA, if every household in the US 
replaced just one incandescent light bulb with a CFL or LED bulb, greenhouse gas emissions would be reduced by 9 
billion pounds, the equivalent of removing 800,000 cars from the roads for one year! Besides, Maryann insists that 
LED bulbs cause her African violets to bloom bigger and better! 

Make fewer trips in a car. Make a list of chores and appointments and try to group them together to make one trip 
instead of many. Think ahead, and think about what can be put off a few days in order to include it in a larger trip. 
In addition to producing fewer greenhouse emissions, you will save on fuel as well, since it takes less fuel to start a 
warm engine than a cold one. 

Pay bills online instead of receiving paper statements and sending checks on the mail. At least 20 pounds of 
greenhouse gas emissions can be saved per household per year by not making extra paper for these statements. 

Cut down on beef consumption. This may be the hardest idea for some people, especially as grilling season is starting 
up. But it takes 1,800 to 2,500 gallons of fresh water to produce a single pound of beef, making it especially wasteful 
in a world where lack of fresh water is the number one environmental and health concern for billions of people! Try 
taking a week for a beef holiday (or even a month – I bet you won’t even have withdrawal symptoms!) 

There are hundreds of other things that can be done as individuals and as families, but hopefully we can each begin with one 
or two items from this list (many of you, I am sure, are already doing that). The goal, of course, is to respond to God’s amaz-
ing love for us that is shown in His creation, and to do our part as stewards of creation to help maintain it for generations to 
come. I admit that I am selfish – I want my grandchildren to experience the joy of God’s creation in the same way that I have 
been privileged to! Together we can make this happen!  
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Welcome to OSU potluck – August 26 after services. 

Bring a dish to share and a friend for this annual 

event as we welcome our OSU neighbors.  



Return Service Requested 7/30/18 

University Baptist Church — Progressive • Welcoming • Inclusive 

 Graduation party for our friends and members – August 4 at 5:30 pm here at the church. 

 Welcome to OSU potluck – August 26 after services. Mark your calendar for this annual event as we welcome our 
OSU neighbors. 

 Activity Bags for Children. Activity sheets of coloring, word searches, mazes, dot to dot, cross word puzzles, and fill in 
the blank, all with a Biblical theme, are available on the round table just outside the sanctuary. Ask a greeter if you need 
assistance.   

Pastor 

Moderator—Barbara Bullock  

       (2018) 

Choir Director—David Tomasacci 

Pianist—Mollie Rausch 

Office Manager—Kerry Taylor 

50 West Lane Avenue 

Columbus, Ohio 43201 

Phone: 614.294.6333 

E-mail: ubccolumbus@gmail.com 

Website: www.ubccolumbus.org 

Worship—10:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School—2nd 

and 4th Sundays—10:30 a.m. 

Office Hours 

Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

University 

Baptist Church 


