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It’s All About the “We”  — Ken Watkins and Adam Long 

Many submissions to the  

newsletter are voluntary   

contributions from  

individuals. The ideas expressed 

do not necessarily reflect the 

mission or views of University 

Baptist Church as a whole. 

We're writing with an update on how things are going with our plan to form a new 
congregation by bringing together University Baptist Church and Move United 
Church. The first thing to report is that a Merger Team has been formed. This team, 
which includes participants from both churches, has met to discuss our hopes and 
concerns about this exciting adventure. 

 What is the most important GOAL that you should know about? 

 The Merger Team agreed unanimously that we intend to begin worshiping together 
on Sundays starting with Easter. To clarify, there is no plan to have the two congre-
gations fully merged by this date. Rather we want to begin meeting together regular-
ly for worship and fellowship each Sunday as we move toward a full combining of 
the congregations. 

 What are the most important ACTIONS that you can take to help? 

 The Merger Team discussed the use of the word "we." Both congregations have 
been in the habit of using "we" to describe our home churches. Those from UBC 
have talked about "we" as UBC members. And Move United folks have been doing 
the same. The invitation is for all of us to use the word "we" to refer to the com-
bined entity. Now when we say "we,” we're referring to UBC folks and Move Unit-
ed folks together. It's taking us a little time to get used to this new approach. But it's 
well worth the expansion. 

 A second action that we suggest is that you pray without ceasing. This does not 
mean that you stay constantly in a prayer mode, though to walk prayerfully through 
the world is not a bad thing. It means that your “go-to” response concerning our 
church is prayer. When you are concerned, you pray; when you are elated, you pray; 
when you are confused, you pray. When you are afraid, you pray. 

 Hope "we" all can agree! 

 Ken Watkins, Interim Pastor, University Baptist Church  
Adam Long, Lead Pastor, Move United Church   
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Birthdays 

8 Matt Monjot 

29 Hanci Newberry 

 

Anniversaries 

23 Amanda & Kyle 

               McClafferty 

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries  

Neighborhood Services Inc. (NSI )

Easter Basket Donations 

UBC’s donation items for this year’s baskets 

is Chocolate Easter  

Bunnies! 

This makes a great second Sunday item and 

all cash donations to NSI will be used  

towards the Easter baskets for our neighbors 

in need.   

Donations are due by April 7. Oliva will deliv-

er to NSI on April 9. 

April 14 — Palm Sunday 

Palm Sunday on the UBC/Newman 
Center Lawn area. Meet at 10:15 a.m. 
on the lawn. 

Return to UBC for worship at 10:30 
a.m. 

April 18 — Maundy Thursday 

7:00pm — Joint worship with Glen 
Echo Presbyterian Church at UBC 

April 19 — Good Friday 

7:00pm —  Joint worship with Glen 
Echo Presbyterian Church at Glen 
Echo Presbyterian 

April 21 — Easter Sunday 

10:30am — Worship at UBC with 
Move United 

12:00pm — Easter potluck dinner in 
UBC fellowship hall  

Embracing God’s Love In 

Times of Change — by Julius 

Mayo 

This past autumn my mother moved 
out of the house in which my siblings 
and I spent most of the early years of 
our lives. During my final visit to the 
home before the move, I frantically 
took pictures of every space I thought 
was necessary always to remember. 
The memories came flooding back 
with every snapshot, and the nostalgia 
was truly energizing.   

Although the feeling of change was 
challenging in that we were saying 
goodbye to the past to move forward 
toward an uncertain future,  it was 
never overwhelming.  I wasn’t quite 
able to figure out what I was feeling 
about all the transition until I took a 
moment to reflect during our family 
vacation in the Caribbean. At that mo-
ment I realized that the particular 
“sense of home” that I was trying to 
capture by taking dozens of photos of 
the old house before we left, was actu-
ally present in our hotel rooms  (which 
had none of the furniture, plants, or 
other items back in Columbus).   

It was being together sharing a spirit of 
Christian love, hope, and friendship 
that made me feel at home.  Despite all 
the changes that occurred in the past, 
staying connected to the Creator pro-
vided calm amid the storm.   

As we at UBC experience new oppor-
tunities to embrace new members, new 
partnerships, and even new directions 
for our congregation, we should always 
remember that God’s love never 
changes.  By faithfully continuing in 
our Christian journey we can still rely 
on unchanging  divine support that 
will guide us through whatever new 
adventures lie ahead for us in our lives.  

All praises be to the Creator, Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit!  

Newsletter items are due the third Fri-

day of the month. 

Also, it is UBC policy that all refer-

ences to God be inclusive.  We will 

edit to reflect this. 

Please contact the office if you have 

any questions. 

Newsletter Submissions 
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Memorial Easter Lilies 
Once again UBC is offering memorial Easter lilies. Please place your donation in an enve-

lope with your name and a list of those persons you would like remembered.  You can 

use this form or just list the information on a piece of paper. Memorial names are due 

by Palm Sunday, April 14. 

 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Names for Memorial: 

 _____________________________ _______________________________ 

 _____________________________ _______________________________ 

 _____________________________ _______________________________ 

Save the Dates and Readers 

Needed! 

Although we are just starting the sea-
son of Lent, it is important to look 
forward to the end of Lent – Holy 
Week (Palm Sunday through Easter 
Sunday). For more than a dozen years 
University Baptist Church has part-
nered with Glen Echo Presbyterian 
Church to share services on Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday. We will do 
so again this year. 

Each year the choirs of UBC and 
GEPC combine for the services and 
provide some amazing music. Both 
congregations also provide a variety of 
speakers to read scripture passages 
during the services. If you are willing 
to read a short scripture passage please 
let Kerry Cheesman know 
(kcheesma@capital.edu) and let him 
know whether you are available Thurs-
day, Friday, or both days. 

The services are scheduled as follows: 

Maundy Thursday, April 18, 7:00 
pm at University Baptist Church 

Good Friday, April 19, 7:00 pm at 
Glen Echo Presbyterian Church 

Please mark your calendars now and 
plan to attend these celebrations of 
faith! 

UBC’s own Tim Spengler is a member of this group! Come out 

for a great evening of music for a good cause! 

mailto:kcheesma@capital.edu
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In Search of the Elusive Sea Glass — by Kerry Cheesman 

Growing up on the coast in California 
I spent a lot of time at the beach. The 
rich white sands of Santa Barbara were 
a favorite spot to build sand castles, 
search tide pools for exotic creatures, 
and play in the surf. In high school I 
spent weeks each year as a counselor 
for our church summer program, al-
ways at the beach. These sands were 
like a second home. 

Although the beaches in Santa Barbara 
were kept very clean by the Parks De-
partment, there were periodic finds 
that included beautiful shells and the 
occasional piece of sea glass – broken 
glass from long ago that 
has been worn down by 
the pounding of the surf 
and the turning of the 
glass against the sand 
millions of times. I treas-
ured the few pieces that 
I found, placing them on 
a shelf in my room in a 
place of honor. I thought 
that someday I would 
have enough pieces to 
make something out of, 
similar to the stained 
glass art that I created 
with my family. 

Throughout the years I 
have found a few more 
pieces on other California beaches, but 
not enough to even fill a ½ cup con-
tainer. I have searched beaches 
throughout the Americas with little 
success, but always delighted in the few 
that I found. That is until someone on 
a beach in St Kitts happened to men-
tion in passing that there was an ob-
scure beach on the other side of the 
island known locally as ‘glass beach’. 
This small beach lays below a cliff 
where an 18th and 19th century glass 
factory once stood. It sounded too 
good to be true. 

As Maryann and I wound down the 
trail to the beach that first time, we 
could not believe our eyes. The entire 
beach was covered in sea glass, moving 
about as each wave pushed and pulled 

and rounded their corners off. Brown, 
green, and white/clear glass were eve-
rywhere, and like children in a candy 
store we immediately started collect-
ing handfuls to bring home and dis-
play. By the time we left the island 
that year we probably had at least 10 
pounds of sea glass, a hundred times 
more than I imagined I could find in a 
lifetime of looking. Among the stand-
ard green, brown, and white were a 
precious few pieces that were blue – a 
color likely used hundreds of years 
ago and so worn down that even the 
largest blue fragment seemed almost 
microscopic. 

In the years since as we have returned 
to teach in St Kitts we have made it a 
point to go each week to glass beach. 
The beauty never ceases to amaze us, 
although now we are very discriminat-
ing and look specifically for those rare 
blue gems, bypassing millions of others 
in the elusive quest. We find a few 
each time, and prize them perhaps 
even more that we did the candy as 
kids. 

Our journeys as Christians sometimes 
take paths similar to those of the great 
sea glass hunt. We try to follow where 
God is leading, but may see few fruits 
of our labors at first. (For an extreme 
account of this, read about Adoniram 
Judson’s missionary efforts in Burma, 
where years passed without a single 

convert.) Our attempts to plant seeds 
and water them may not bear fruit, at 
least in the abundance that we hope 
might happen. We long to be a part of 
Christ’s kingdom here on earth, and 
often can’t see why our efforts seem to 
go nowhere. 

But then, like the discovery of glass 
beach, we begin to see God’s plan un-
fold in dramatic fashion in front of us. 
Adoniram Judson wound up convert-
ing thousands, although he thought he 
would never see his efforts amount to 
anything. Like him, we need to stay 
faithful to God’s calling, no matter 

how long it takes to see the 
fruits of our labors. As a 
church we are in the pro-
cess of planting and water-
ing new seeds. We will try 
things that don’t work, and 
we will try some that work 
a little. We will follow 
God’s lead and wonder 
when the fruits of our la-
bors will be harvested. 
Soon? Maybe. Later? May-
be. But eventually the fruit 
will be harvested, and like 
the precious blue sea glass 
we will marvel at each tiny 
success and rejoice in 
God’s goodness. 

We don’t have to travel the beaches of 
the world to follow God’s plan for our 
church. But we do have to be open to 
hearing what he says. If it hadn’t been 
for a stranger mentioning the location 
in passing, we might never have found 
glass beach, and still be searching for a 
few sparkling pieces. May our ears and 
our hearts also be open to hearing 
God’s plan for our church (even from 
a stranger)! 



Collecting through 

Palm Sunday! 

Donation envelopes 

will be  at the ends 

of the pews. 
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 NSI Easter Basket Item -  This year we are challenged to provide 125 chocolate bunnies!  

 Palm Sunday Services – Sunday, April 14 at UBC. - Ecumenical Blessing of the Palms with St. Thomas More Newman 
Center and St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Details coming soon. 

 Maundy Thursday Services with Glen Echo Presbyterian – Thursday, April 18 at 7:00 p.m.  University Baptist 
Church, 50 West Lane Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201. 

 Good Friday Services with Glen Echo Presbyterian – Friday, April 19 at 7:00 p.m. Glen Echo Presbyterian Church, 
220 Cliffside Drive, Columbus, OH 43202. 

 Easter Services – Sunday, April 21, at 10:30 a.m. University Baptist Church, 50 West Lane Avenue, Columbus, OH 
43201. 

 Easter Potluck – Sunday, April 21, after services. University Baptist Church, 50 West Lane Avenue, Columbus, OH 
43201. 

 


