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Seeing the Unseeable — Kerry Cheesman 

Many submissions to the  

newsletter are voluntary   

contributions from  

individuals. The ideas expressed 

do not necessarily reflect the 

mission or views of University 

Baptist Church as a whole. 

“We have seen what we thought was unseea-
ble. We have seen a black hole.” Thus 
began a recent announcement from 
the Harvard University project direc-
tor announcing the first ever photo of 
a black hole, the cumulative effort of 
hundreds of scientists at dozens of 
observatories around the globe. Black 
holes were predicted by Albert Ein-
stein’s General Theory of Relativity, 
published in 1916, but the idea was 
first proposed by cleric and amateur 
astronomer John Michell in 1783 and 
by Pierre-Simon Laplace in 1795. It’s 
been a really long road to finally being 
able to see one. 

It is always interesting to me when I 
find a link between theology and sci-
ence. When British clergyman John 
Michell first proposed the idea that 
there could be objects whose gravity 
is so intense that not even light can 
escape from them, he proposed 
something that bordered on the un-
knowable, certainly on the unseeable. 
He did suggest, however, that in spite 
of black holes being invisible, they 
might actually reveal themselves if 
they happen to have a star in orbit 
around them. Aha – maybe the un-
seeable is really seeable! Or at least its 
shadow is. 

When we talk about God we general-
ly refer to Him also as being unseea-
ble. In fact in the Old Testament it is 
clearly noted that if any human actu-
ally saw the face of God he/she 
would surely die. In the New Testa-
ment we have Jesus (God in human 
form) clearly being visible, seeable, 
knowable, to humans. But we still 
aren’t able to see the father directly – 
only through the son. 

But wait just a minute – I have seen the 
face of God, and so have you. It is not 
unseeable, for Jesus instructs us that we 
are to see the face of God in each per-
son we encounter – child, elderly, hun-
gry, alone, friend and foe. Each of 
God’s children reflects the face of the 
father, much as the presence of a star 
and planets reflects the presence of a 
black hole. I see the face of God in each 
of my children, my grandchildren, my 
brother as I held him before he died, my 
grandmother as she cared for me as a 
child, my students and strangers I en-
counter each day, and especially in my 
loving wife Maryann. I am blessed to see 
the face of God each and every day! 

There are, of course, those science deni-
ers that are telling students and the pub-
lic that black holes do not exist, that 
they violate the laws of physics. What 
they may really be saying is that black 
holes demonstrate support for the big 
bang theory, which in turn denies young 
earth creationism. To put it in plain 
English, if black holes exist then the 
universe must be very old, and thus Ad-
am and Eve (and everything else) could 
not have been created during six literal 
24 hour periods. Darn science – always 
getting in the way of such simple truths! 
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But it just so happens that we are very 
lucky that black holes exist. Super-
massive black holes, which are at the 
center of galaxies such as ours, create 
sufficient gravity for the galaxy to have 
its stable shape. This allows a life-
supporting planet like ours to come 
into existence around a stable star of 
the correct size, such as our sun. So, 
the gravity constant which God creat-
ed when he created the universe is pre-
cisely tuned so that stars and galaxies 
can exist. It is also of a correct size so 
that black holes can exist, but not 
dominate the universe. All this is in a 
wonderful balance so that life-
sustaining planets, with plenty of water 
on them, can exist. God’s providence 
is clearly in all these facts, including the 
fact that black holes exist. 

Does the Bible tell us anything about 
black holes? Not directly, of course. 
But there are certainly passages indicat-
ing that all of the heavens, including 
black holes, were made by God (for 
instance, “The heavens declare the glory of 
God, and the sky above proclaims his handi-
work” Psalm 19:1). If we turn to a re-
cent paraphrase, or translation in Con-
temporary Language, however (The 
Message, 2002, Eugene Peterson) we 
find at least two references to black 
holes: Job 3:4, where Job is lamenting 
the day he was born, declares “Let it be 
a black hole in space. May God above 
forget it ever happened. Erase it from the 
books!”; and Jude 1:13, which the ESV 
translates as “wandering stars, for 
whom the gloom of utter darkness has 
been reserved forever”, is translated in 
The Message as “Lost stars in outer space 
on their way to the black hole.”  

Black holes have been with us since 
God created the universe. Now we 
finally have pictures, and the doubting 
Thomases of the world can believe 
because they can see. Will we ever 
have a picture of the face of God? Oh, 
I think so – just look in your wallet or 
on your phone, or better yet, take a 
look in the mirror! 

Dressing for Special  

Occasions 

        — by Julius Mayo 

The number of double takes I’ve 
done when it happens is more sig-
nificant than I would have ever 
imagined. 

 It starts where ever the student 
group I coordinate first meets up 
together and continues for the en-
tire duration of the time we’re trav-
eling as part of an off-campus edu-
cational road trip. 

 It is a set of total transformations, 
right before my eyes. 

 The phenomenon to which I am 
referring is the sometimes startling 
appearance of the students as they 
travel to places like Puerto Rico, 
Los Angeles, New York or Lon-
don. Unlike the usually exceptional-
ly casual garb worn to classes, or-
ganizational meetings, and around 
campus, when our group heads 
somewhere special, they dress for 
the occasion. As I think about it in 
terms of our Christian journey, we 
sometimes make sure to display our 
most beautiful selves during what 
we deem to be special occasions; 
but in everyday life, no extra effort 
is needed.  We can observe this 
happen when we fawn over celebri-
ties, politicians, or influencers, but 
can’t be bothered to even 
acknowledge the presence of the 
sick, the poor or the incarcer-
ated.   The Creator does want us to 
put our best foot forward, and to 
demonstrate Christian Love that is 
eye-popping in its degree of com-
passion. The context, however, 
shouldn’t necessarily be the wealth-
iest destinations on the planet, 
while amongst the most elite and 
sought after personalities. Instead, 
we are to show our best light by 
creating special occasions for those 
whom the rest of society perceives 
as unimportant or even less than 
ordinary. 

Let’s, instead, work to make sure that 
the world can encounter us embodying 
the authentic Grace of Christ’s style at 
all times, with all people, and not just in 
places that feature the most sought 
after destinations and trend-setters.  

Outdoor concert and  

picnic on JUNE 30 

here at UBC. 

More information  

coming! 
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A Note from the Rochester Genesee Region of the American Baptist Churches USA 
                                — by Beth Short 

Serving as the president of the region 
has been a blessing. I’ve been in-
spired by the many people I have 
met who live out their calling in crea-
tive ways that make the world better. 
I’ve also come to know lovely and 
caring people who are new friends. 
  
The RGR is an unusual region with 
churches from Ohio, California, 
Florida, New Jersey, well beyond the 
traditional borders of Rochester, 
NY. Why? Because RGR serves as a 
welcome place, a place of fellowship, 
for congregations like ours, churches 
who found that our openness to all 
people was frowned upon in our 
home regions. The stories of some 
of the churches and the battles they 
went through are heartbreaking. And 
the type of isolation and exclusion 
they have faced is anti-Baptist. His-
torically, Baptists have affirmed the 
autonomy of each congregation to 
interpret Scripture and carry out 
God’s mission in the world  
  
And so running our region creates 
some unusual challenges. The  Rev. 
Dr. Sandy Hasenauer, our recently 
installed executive minister, can’t 
merely jump in the car to run across 
town to meet with church leaders 
going through a crisis. Living in an 
age of electronic communication, 
mixed with the creativity of region 
members makes possible this sprawl-
ing Baptist family, one defined by 
polity that allows freedom to its 
members. When we were searching 
for a pastor, the region was there to 
help. Earlier this year Sandy (Dr. 
Hasenauer) came through to see how 
we were doing. When we need sug-
gestions, we call the region. We who 
are a part of this scattered region 
appreciate the welcome and support 
given to us by the New York congre-
gations and regional staff. 

Maintaining regional support and car-
rying out the missions of the region 
require funding greater than the contri-
butions made by each church in the 
region and the stipend given to regions 
by the American Baptist Churches, 
U.S.A.. I invite you to help defray the 
expenses of our region by participating 
in our annual fundraising cam-
paign. Contributions can be mailed 
to Rochester Genesee Region, 
American Baptist Churches USA, 
1101 Clover St., Roches-
ter  NY  14610. Let’s do our fair share 
to support our Baptist family. 
  
Tidbits about Rochester: 
  
I’ve been enjoying getting to know 
interesting things about Rochester, 
things that might contribute to the 
feeling of welcome and openness that 
we have experienced. Rochester was 
home to Susan B. Anthony and Fred-
erick Douglass. The Colgate Rochester 
Crozer Divinity School results from a 
merger of seminaries, including the 
one that Martin Luther King attended. 
The great Walter Rauschenbusch also 
taught at that seminary. 
  
Rochester was also home to Helen 
Barrett Montgomery who a100 years 
ago was elected  to serve as president 
of the Northern Baptist Convention. 
She was the first woman to serve as 
the head of any religious denomina-
tions in the US. She was an accom-
plished social reformer and even pub-
lished a translation of the New Testa-
ment from the original Greek. Fitting-
ly, at the ABC biennial meeting next 
month in Virginia Beach, a Rochester 
woman of color will be elected to serve 
as ABC president. This continues the 
trend of leadership from the Rochester 
region. 

So there are many reasons to be proud 
of UBC’s association with the RGR. 
Keep us in your prayers as we continue 

to discern God’s will in our work. 

INCH Wrap -up 

       —by Maryann Cheesman 

The INCH program has had a won-
derful year of teaching and learning 
and fellowship. Hundreds of women 
have attended each Wednesday 
throughout the school year, learning 
English from exciting tutors, at the 
beginner, intermediate, and advanced 
levels. Women have come from 
across the globe, most coming to 
Columbus to support spouses or 
family members seeking additional 
education or employment opportuni-
ties. 

This school year wraps up on May 
15, followed by a luncheon for tutors 
and other staff on May 22. We start 
again on August 22 as the fall semes-
ter gets in swing.  

A special THANK YOU to all of the 
amazing tutors that were a part of 
INCH this year: Lisa, Kiersten, Irene, 
Giatti, Rhoda, Sandy, Ann, Valerie, 
Monica, Celeste, Irreverence, and 
Maryann. Thank you also to those 
who serve behind the scenes: Aman-
da (director), Leslie, Oliva, Kerry, 
Janet, and Melinda. 

If you would like to be a part of this 
special ministry of UBC, contact 
Amanda McClafferty to find out 
what opportunities exist for the com-
ing year. 
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 Save the Date! June 30 outdoor concert and picnic. More information soon. 

 Church Directory. Please contact the office or fill out a visitor card - if you have not already done so. If you have con-

tact information on friends or older members who don’t get to church often, please let the office know. We would like 

to get an updated directory published. 


