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University Baptist Church • 50 West Lane Avenue •Columbus, OH 43201 

(614)294-6333 • Email: ubccolumbus@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Reflection: A Harvest of Righteousness  

       Robert S. Turner  

Friday, October 14, 2016, 

7:00pm, at the Chop 

Shop. Come enjoy the libation of 

your choice as we have an infor-

mal conversation about im-

portant points in theology and 

ethics. Bring a friend!  

October is a big month at University 
Baptist Church. From our emphasis 
on the eradication of world hunger 
at the beginning of the month to a 
celebration of our and our partners’ 
work in the community through NSI 
at the end, we’re going to be active. I 
want to highlight just a few of the 
events that are happening this 
month. 

Bread for the World Sunday / 
CROP Walk — Sunday, October 
9. We will focus on hunger both dur-
ing and after worship. 

In worship, we will offer prayers for 
those who are hungry in our com-
munity and around the world as part 
of our observation of Bread for the 
World Sunday. If you come few 
minutes early, you will have an op-
portunity to write a short letter to 
your Representative and/or Sena-
tors, asking them to vote for in-
creased funding for international ma-
ternal and child nutrition programs. 
We will also collect last-minute do-
nations for the CROP Walk. 

After worship, we will head over to 
Scioto Audubon Metro Park for a 
picnic and the CROP Walk. Bring 
your family, friends, and pets to en-
joy a relaxing meal and then join our 
team of walkers on the 5-kilometer 
trip through the woods to express 
our commitment to ending hunger 
and poverty throughout the world. 
(Shorter routes are also available.) 

Please let Beth Short know if you 
plan to attend the picnic, and let 
Natasha Woods know if you 
would like to walk. 

Conflict Transformation Work-
shop — Sunday, October 16. 
Stick around after the worship ser-
vice for a fellowship lunch from 
noon to one p.m., followed by a  
workshop, “Introduction to Con-
flict Transformation,” from one to 
four. LeDayne McLeese Po-
laski, executive director of the 
Baptist Peace Fellowship of North 
America ~ Bautistas por la Paz, 
and UBC’s own Joe Henry will 
lead us in a variety of lessons and 
activities that will enable us to turn 
the negative energy of conflict into 
something positive, even creative. 
Don’t miss this important and ex-
citing event! See p. 5 for more de-
tails and page 6 for a registration 
form. Please register by October 11. 
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Are You Waiting on the 
Right Message 
            Julius Mayo 

Council of Ministries  

Members 

The current Council of Ministries 

members are: 

Frank Benline 

Barbara Bullock 

Leslie Floyd 

Bob Hoersdig 

Bobbi Hoersdig 

Grace Hughes 

Joe Jackson 

Alison Mowery 

Amanda McClafferty 

Oliva Riley 

Natasha Woods 

Ken Watkins 

Pat Rorhbaugh 

Many submissions to the 
newsletter are voluntary  

contributions from individu-
als. The ideas expressed do 

not necessarily reflect the mis-
sion or views of University 
Baptist Church as a whole. 

Beth Short Elected to  

Executive Board 

Congratulations to Beth Short for  

being elected to serve on the execu-

tive board for the American Baptist 

Church Rochester Genenessee Region  

(ABCRGR) 

Some co-workers and I were reminisc-
ing about the early days of e-mail, 
when it was actually exciting to be 
able to communicate worldwide in a 
fraction of a second. 

Considering how quickly our Inboxes 
get filled now, what seemed like a 
wonderful innovation at the time, is 
now a little less thrilling. 

One particular phenomenon that I 
encounter these days is something I 
would like to propose calling a state of 
being “e-mad”.  This condition can be 
characterized as being the feeling you 
get when you are eagerly awaiting an 
online response to what you consider 
to be an urgent issue, but in the mean-
time receive dozens of e-mails that 
you either don’t want, or have no de-
sire to respond to immediately.   The 
sending of the right message (or, more 
specifically the information you want 
to hear) seems to somehow have got-
ten delayed or overlooked.  The inter-
nal dialogue that often goes along with 
this experience is often something 
like: “ Who cares about this other in-
formation, all I want is this one thing, 
and that’s it! 

At least for me, there have been times 
when e-mails were not the only types 
of message I was impatient and in-
sistent on having at a certain time and 
certain way. Not so secretly, I have, in 
my hearts of hearts, known that while 
I have prayed that “God’s will be 
done” in regards to a certain issue or 
crisis, my innermost desire was that 
whatever needed to be done aligned 
with how and when I wanted it 
done.  Of course, “God’s way are not 
our ways” in many cases.  The instant, 
clear, well-defined, Divine response 
we are awaiting very rarely comes that 
way. In fact, what we really need 
(versus what we want) might be sym-
bolically  hidden in all the other 
“clutter” e-mails we receive, instead of 
the one specific message we have con-
vinced ourselves is the only one to pay 
attention to. 

As  Christians, we must continually 
pray for understanding (along with 
patience, humility, increasing faith 
and many other Christ-like attributes) 
in order to get the full picture of what 
the Creator  expects of us. Only then 
can we make sure we are waiting on 
the right messages. 

All praises be to the Creator, Christ 
and Holy Spirit! 

 Happy Fall!  

 --Julius Mayo 

NSI Celebration Concert — 
Sunday, October 30. The annual 
concert celebrating the work of 
Neighborhood Services, Inc., will 
take place at St. Stephens’ Episco-
pal Church at 7 p.m., and will fea-
ture performances by the choirs 
of a number of partner congrega-
tions, including UBC. Come out 
for an evening of fine choral mu-
sic and to rejoice for the good 
work we are able to do in the 
community when we work to-
gether in partnership. 

Happy October, everybody! Let 
there be a harvest of righteous-
ness in our hearts and a bumper 
crop of God’s justice in the 
world. 

Grace and peace, 

bob 

Council of Ministries (COM) 

Meeting 

COM will meet on October 15th at 

10:30 am. Please email Frank Benline 

with any questions or concerns. 
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Dr. Seuss and the Gospel Truth  Kerry Cheesman 

Perhaps it is my inner child that keeps 
pushing me back to the stories of Dr 
Seuss. They are easy to read (well, 
some are certainly tongue-twisters) and 
full of simple truths. They are fun for 
kids and adults alike (I remember mak-
ing green eggs for my sons after we 
read “Green Eggs and Ham” together). In 
fact I am now reading a few of these 
stories to Maryann because she appar-
ently had a deprived childhood and 
missed out on a lot of Dr Seuss L. 

For more years than I can count I have 
used these stories as object lessons in 
sermons I have prepared for youth 
groups in a variety of locations. This 
past summer I preached using “Green 
Eggs and Ham” to illustrate who I am as 
a unique child of God.  Most recently I 
used Dr Seuss’ “Sneetches” here at UBC 
as a way to visualize the story of the 
rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31), 
and afterwards several individuals 
asked me to say more about ‘my favor-
ite theologian’. I guess this is the place 
to do just that. 

The published biographies of Dr Seuss 
(Theodor Geisel) indicate that he was 
not a particularly religious man, and 
had no regular church affiliation. 
Nonetheless I find his stories to be 
amazingly similar to those used by Je-
sus for teaching the masses around 
him. The stories begin and you wonder 
where they are headed, and then all of 
a sudden the object lesson sneaks up 
and grabs you. Dr Seuss’ stories leave 
us always wanting more, and hopefully 
leaving us with a sense that we should 
act on what we have read and learned. 

Jesus’ stories/parables were always 
meant to convey truths about God’s 
kingdom and how His children should 
act. They were understood by those 
who listened to him because they saw 
themselves and their families and 
friends in the stories. Invariably they 
also evoked some anger from those 
who had different political agendas, 
most notably the religious leaders of 
the time. In the same way many of the 
stories produced by Dr Seuss were 

written to address moral and ethical 
issues in our nation and world, and 
many of them created anger among 
those with ideological views not in 
alignment with Seuss. “Sneeches”, for 
instance, is a powerful message about 
the stupidity of discrimination, and 
was released in 1961 during the 
height of anti-black discrimination in 
the south. “The Lorax”, which voices 
Seuss’ concern about corporate and 
individual pollution of the environ-
ment, was released in 1971 at the 

time of the first Earth Day (1970) 
and the birth of the modern environ-
mental movement.  And “The Butter 
Battle Book”, perhaps his most con-
troversial amongst the political elite 
of the day, was released in 1984 dur-
ing the height of nuclear weapons 
proliferation in the US and abroad. 

Seuss has always inspired readers of 
all ages to look at the world through 
a different lens, and to use their im-
agination to look at things differently. 
He has also inspired us to act rather 
than just hear, in the same way that 
the followers of Jesus (both contem-
porary with Jesus and throughout the 
ages) were expected to hear and act. 
To be a true follower of Jesus, as 
noted by the apostles and other writ-
ers of the New Testament books, 
one must put faith into action – feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked, teach 
others how to fish. Without saying so 

directly, I think Dr Seuss challenges all 
of us to be better followers of Christ. 

Dr Seuss wrote more than 60 children’s 
books, and most have themes that 
should excite and energize us to be bet-
ter humans and better Christians. If you 
have not read much of Seuss, I encour-
age you to do so. It’s amazing what we 
can learn about our own behaviors and 
those of our country and world. Some 
of his books that I have found particu-
larly vibrant with respect to a Christ-like 
message for us today are the following: 

“Horton Hatches and Egg” – being a faith-
ful servant and taking care of one an-
other 

“Green Eggs and Ham” – trying new 
things, and being who God intended 
you to be 

“How the Grinch Stole Christmas” – con-
sumerism can override the joy of 
Christ’s birth 

“Oh, the Places You’ll Go” – life is a big 
adventure; let go and let God lead 

“The Lorax” – we have a responsibility 
to care for all of God’s creation 

“The Sneetches” – no one is better than 
anyone else, we are all God’s children 
together 

“Yertle the Turtle” – being selfish and 
authoritarian is not how God wants us 
to be 

“Bartholomew and the Oobleck” – saying 
I’m sorry is appropriate when we make 
a mistake 

“On Beyond Zebra” – God challenges us 
to think outside the box 

I hope that you will read these stories to 
your children and grandchildren (or 
spouse and friends, as the case may be). 
Happy reading, and may the spirit of 
both Dr Seuss and Jesus Christ be in 
you this day and each day of your life! 
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Support Ministry Update 

  Leslie Floyd  

Birthdays 

1 Judy Jackson 

5 Laura Mowery 

7 Annalise Mowery 

8 Bob Turner 

18  Arpita Saha 

20 Matthew Green 

 Genevieve Peterson 

22 Charles Zech 

28 Thomas Garrett 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

October Sermons and Scriptures 

DATE TITLE 1ST READING PSALM 2ND READING GOSPEL 

Oct 2, 2016 Little Ones Lam 3:19-26 Ps 137 2 Tim 1:1-14 Luke 17:5-10 

Oct 9, 2016 The Grateful Samaritan Jer 29:1, 4-7 Ps 66:1-12 2 Tim 2:8-15 Luke 17:11-19 

Oct 16, 2016 Conflict of the Persistence Gen 32:22-31 Ps 121 2 Tim 3:14—4:5 Luke 18:1-8 

Oct 23, 2016 The Trap Joel 2:23-32 Ps 65 2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-18 Luke 18:9-14 

Oct 30, 2016 Salvation Isa 1:10-18 Ps 32:1-7 2 Thess 1:1-4, 11-12 Luke 19:1-10 

OSU Home Games and 

Football Parking 

OSU home games are starting and our 
parking lot master, Bob Hoersdig is 
hard at work getting things ready to go. 

Volunteers to lot sit are always needed. 
Please contact Bob if you have a few 
hours to spare on a home game Satur-
day.   

2016 OSU Home Games 

Sep. 3 Bowling Green Falcons 
 Noon ET 
 
Sep. 10 Tulsa Golden Hurricane 
 3:30pm ET 
 
Oct. 1 Rutgers Scarlet Knights 
 Noon ET 
 
Oct. 8 Indiana Hoosiers  
 Time TBA 
 
Oct. 29 Northwestern Wildcats  
 5:30pm ET 
 
Nov. 5 Nebraska Cornhuskers  
 8:00pm ET 
 
Nov. 26 Michigan Wolverines  
 Time TBA 
 

We are currently having the roof leak 

repaired by One Slate Roof.  They 

will be sealing the rubber roof and 

replacing tiles.  Hopefully that will 

take care of the problems.  Also, the 

security system is experiencing com-

puter problems and we need to fix/

replace the recording unit.  We will 

try to get it replaced under warranty, 

which will cost us about one-quarter 

of the amount.   We are still pursing 

the bell and tower repairs since it is 

taking some time to find a general 

contractor that is affordable.  Re-

member, if you see or hear anything 

out of the ordinary with the building 

or its operating systems please con-

tact Jonathan or me. 

Janet Pace Armstrong, UBC 

Member Dies at 94 

Janet Pace Armstrong, UBC member 

from the 1940’s died last week. Her 

daughter visited UBC and we were able 

to provide her with membership rec-

ords for several members of her family. 

She requested donations be made to 

UBC in her mother’s memory in lieu of 

flowers.  

http://www.fbschedules.com/ncaa/aac/tulsa-golden-hurricane.php
http://www.fbschedules.com/ncaa-16/2016-rutgers-scarlet-knights-football-schedule.php
http://www.fbschedules.com/ncaa-16/2016-indiana-hoosiers-football-schedule.php
http://www.fbschedules.com/ncaa-16/2016-northwestern-wildcats-football-schedule.php
http://www.fbschedules.com/ncaa-16/2016-nebraska-cornhuskers-football-schedule.php
http://www.fbschedules.com/ncaa-16/2016-michigan-wolverines-football-schedule.php
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University Baptist Church                                                Progressive • Welcoming • Inclusive 

Conflict Transformation Registration 

 

Name: _______________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Street Address     City    State    Zip 

 

Email: ________________________________________________ Optional Donation:  $4 (no lunch) 

           $10 (lunch) 

Lunch Required  Yes  No  

Lunch Options     November Turkey - turkey, greens, provolone, tomato, cranberry chutney on multigrain bread 

(Check one) Red Caprese - fresh mozzarella, tomato, roasted red peppers, baby arugula, basil pesto on ciabatta (vegetarian) 

  Roasted Red Pepper Hummus Plate - roasted red pepper hummus, cucumbers, carrots, tomato, and  

   pita wedges for dipping (vegan)  

 

Sandwiches include sea salt kettle chips, pickle, apple, and a chocolate covered oreo cookie 

Hummus plate includes an apple and a chocolate covered oreo cookie (not vegan)  
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Return Service Requested 9/30/16 

University Baptist Church — Progressive • Welcoming • Inclusive 

 Theology & Ethics on Tap, Friday, October 14, 7 pm, The Chop Shop. Enjoy your favorite libation as we hold an 
informal discussion on various theological topics and their implications in the real world. More information: Bob Turner. 
Note: We will be holding this event the second Friday of every month. 

 Conflict Transformation, Sunday, October 16, 12:00-4:00 pm. Mark your calendar for a special training event led by 
LeDayne McLeese Polaski of the Baptist Peace Fellowship and our own Joe Henry. Lunch will be provided. More infor-
mation inside. 

 AMERICAN CORRECTIONAL CHAPLAINS ASSOCIATION EAST CENTRAL REGION ANNUAL RE-
GIONAL TRAINING AND FELLOWSHIP EVENT, October 17-18, 2016. PROCLAIMING AND FACILI-
TATING:“DO NOT BE AFRAID…” TRANSFORMING RACIAL CONFLICT  IN AN AGE OF NEW JIM 
CROW MASS INCARCERATION. UBC members may attend free. Please see Narthex for flyer and registration. 

Pastor—Rev. Bob Turner 

Moderator—Frank Benline 

Choir Director—Chelsea Mondesir 

Pianist—Mollie Rausch 

Office Manager—Kerry Taylor 

Nursery Care—Liliya Yang  

50 West Lane Avenue 

Columbus, Ohio 43201 

Phone: 614.294.6333 

E-mail: ubccolumbus@gmail.com 

Website: www.ubccolumbus.org 

Worship—10:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School—2nd 

and 4th Sundays—10:30 a.m. 

Office Hours 

Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

University 
Baptist Church 


