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Pastor’s Note: The Church on the Edge — By Ken Watkins 

No newsletter was published in  

August 2018 

Many submissions to the  

newsletter are voluntary   

contributions from  

individuals. The ideas expressed 

do not necessarily reflect the 

mission or views of University 

Baptist Church as a whole. 

Last week, while attending the Biennial 
Gathering of the Rochester/Genesee 
Region of American Baptist Churches, 
USA, I ventured along a hiking trail on 
the Genesee River to the place where the 
Erie Canal crossed the river. Looking 
west down the canal, I thought about 
what this waterway had meant to Roch-
ester and towns along the way from the 
Hudson River to Buffalo and Lake Erie. 
The canal had served as one of the links 
with the frontier lands of the west.  

Thinking about how the Erie Canal was 
one of the gateways to the frontier, re-
minded me of Frederick Jackson 
Turner’s Frontier Thesis of history, 
which he presented in 1893. Jackson be-
lieved that as settlers moved west across 
North America, their culture, impacted 
by the challenges of a new frontier 
evolved as it responded to the bounty 
and challenges of the frontier. Turner 
said that "American democracy was born 
of no theorist's dream; it was not carried 
in the Susan Constant to Virginia, nor in 
the Mayflower to Plymouth. It came out 
of the American forest, and it gained new 
strength each time it touched a new fron-
tier.” (The Significance of the Frontier in 
American History) 

Standing on the banks of the Genesee 
River and Erie Canal, looking via my 
imagination at the frontier that once lay 
ahead of canal travelers, horseback rid-
ers, and wagon trains, I thought about 
the dreams that pioneers must have had 
as they moved west. And I thought 
about how they had to change to adapt 
to the challenges of the land and the peo-
ple they encountered. Sometimes, they 
did poorly on both counts. They farmed 
the land and built cities for comfort, pro-

tection, and commerce. Heeding the 
call from the edge they invented 
steam engines, cotton gins, and farm 
equipment, and they navigated the 
rivers and laid rails across the land. 
But in the process they forged a na-
tion and changed from Europeans to 
Americans.  

Today, I was thinking that the Uni-
versity Baptist Church was born to 
be a frontier church. Founded in 
1890 on the edge of a growing state 
university campus in the heart of a 
complex state capitol city, it became 
a vibrant church because it worked at 
being relevant to the culture, asser-
tive in its outreach to the community, 
and radical in its response to the peo-
ple excluded by others. Frontiers are 
not always geographical. Sometimes 
they are sociological and theological. 
Their vision for ministry flowed out 
of the frontiers around them and 
how they followed that vision shaped 
what they did when they were to-
gether – how they worshipped, when 
they ate together, how their church 
polity was shaped. 

Now here is the question. What are 
the frontiers that we need to explore 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Susan_Constant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayflower
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Oops Insurance — by Julius Mayo in order to fulfill our call to be God’s 
people in this time, in this place? Is 
there a new vision for us, a vision that 
is calling out to us, a frontier that is 
beckoning? Today, I began reading 
Fishing Tips: How Curiosity Transformed a 
Community of Faith by John Pentland 
who led our workshop at the Regional 
Gathering. In his introduction I found 
this quote:  

“… Community cannot feed for 
long on itself, it can only flourish 
where always the boundaries are giving 
way to the coming of others from be-
yond them – unknown and undiscov-
ered brothers (and sisters).” – Howard 
Thurman, The Search for Common 
Ground. 

Today, I am wondering about the 
frontier to which God is calling us, the 
one that will thrill us and challenge us 
– and change us. I do believe that 
God’s church is always emerging and 
evolving in response to ever changing 
world to which God has called us.  

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. (Acts 2:38 (NIV)) 

 Growing up one of my favorite sayings that older members of my family would 
say was: “Christians aren’t perfect, they’re forgiven.” As I grew older, I learned 
the value of this lesson by recognizing that through the Creator’s love we can 
great things, even when there are some not-so-perfect moments along the 
way.  Making mistakes is and always will be, part of the human experience.  It’s 
important to keep in mind though, that when we stumble working to do God’s 
will there is always a powerful resource to help us get back up spiritually.  Work-
ing with students who often strive for perfection in all they do, it is common to 
see examples of individuals who don’t reach out to others different from them-
selves out of fear of saying or doing something wrong.  As followers of Christ, it 
is our responsibility to share the Good News to the best of our ability.  There, of 
course, will likely be times when things might not happen as ideally as we had 
hoped, but if we are sincere in our Christian efforts, God will understand.  So, 
how are you using this form of “oops insurance” to protect you from becoming 
so overly concerned about being perfect that you forget to be Christian? In my 
experience, it gets a lot easier with practice. Are you willing to try it for yourself? 

 All praises be to the Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit! 
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It’s Harvest Time – and Gleaning Time — By Kerry Cheesman 

‘The Gleaners’ by Jean Francois Millet, 1857 

The Old Testament books of Leviticus 
and Deuteronomy discuss the laws re-
lated to “gleaning” – that is, the pro-
cess of leaving a portion of a crop in 
the field (the part near the edges and 
anything that is dropped by the harvest-
ers) for the widows, strangers, and or-
phans. Farmers are instructed not to 
harvest all the way to the edge of the 
field, and fields that are uneconomical 
to harvest are to be left for the gleaners 
as well. Thus, a portion of every crop 
(the left-over if you will) was used to 
ensure that all in the community had 
enough to eat, and that no one was left 
out of the harvest. If you have ever read 
the story of Ruth and her mother-in-law 
Naomi (Ruth chapter 2 in the Old Tes-
tament) you are familiar with this pro-
cess. Ruth and Naomi, as widows with 
no land or rights of their own, were 
able to survive because the laws of 
gleaning allowed them to gather enough 
food, and because of the generosity of 
Boaz, one of the landowners. 

Most of us are not farmers, and the 
process of harvesting is not a process 
with which we are very familiar. This 
holds true for me as well (although 
Maryann and I were able to ride in the 
cab of a combine last fall as corn was 
being harvested in Iowa – an amazing 
experience!). Harvesting is a process 
that happens at a select time and in 
conjunction with the land and the envi-
ronment. If you have read what I wrote 
earlier this summer you are aware that 
in June at the Philmont Scout Ranch in 
New Mexico a massive fire destroyed 
nearly 50,000 acres of pristine mountain 
wilderness, and shut down the camping 
program for the summer. As a part of 
the restoration efforts, staff crews were 
tasked with thinning out a significant 
portion of the remaining forest to make 
it harder for the next fire to get a foot-
hold. By doing so they harvested (cut 
and piled) hundreds of truck-loads of 
wood, far more than the ranch could 
ever use for their own purposes. A deci-
sion was made to use the wood to pro-
vide benefit for the community. Staff 

members loaded one truckload of 
wood after another and delivered 
them to the homes of the elderly and 
handicapped in the community. Oth-
er neighbors were allowed to come to 
the ranch and load their own wood 
supply. All members of the local 
community were allowed to glean 
from the rich forest harvest. What an 
excellent model of Biblical steward-
ship! 

Unfortunately back home in Colum-
bus I have no field of wood or corn. I 
have no vineyard to harvest, either. 
We are no longer a society where al-
most everyone is involved in the pro-
cesses of agriculture. So what can I 
offer the widows and the orphans 
and the homeless like Ruth and Nao-
mi? What can we as a church family 
provide for the gleaners amongst us 
(and fulfill the laws of God spelled 
out to us)? 

One way that we can do this is 
through our support of our combined 
resource food pantry, Neighborhood 
Services (NSI). Each time we go gro-
cery shopping we can give a portion 
of that food to the work of NSI (not 
using all of the grocery store harvest 
for our own benefit). Alternatively, 
we can give a portion of the cash that 
we would use to purchase our own 
food to support this ministry. We can 
also give of our time and talents to 

help our neighbors – teaching in the 
INCH program, helping build or re-
model a house with Habitat for Hu-
manity, or donating a pint of blood to 
the Red Cross, for instance. 

There are those who would argue that 
the laws of the Old Testament 
(including Leviticus and Deuteronomy) 
no longer apply, that Jesus Christ came 
to free us from those laws. In a sense 
that is true, and we are not bound by 
the laws per se. However, the underlying 
expectations that God has for us re-
main the same – in this case, using a 
part of our harvest bounty (crops, 
money, talents) to help those in our 
community who are in need. The poor, 
the widows, the orphans, the homeless, 
and others in need will always be with 
us, as Jesus told his disciples. We can 
choose to be selfish and ignore them, 
or we can find ways to support their 
need through gleaning our own re-
sources. As we thank God for harvest 
time, and the amazing bounty available 
to us in our grocery stores and farmers 
markets, let us give thanks to God as 
well for the opportunity to follow His 
direction in providing for the gleaners 
in our community. 
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INCH Ministry News 
  
You may have heard of INCH – from 
the pulpit, from other newsletters and 
emails, or from signs on the doors of 
the church building. So what is INCH? 
It is a 60+ year ministry of University 
Baptist Church, reaching out and serv-
ing the needs of our community. It is 
fellowship and English classes for in-
ternational women (mostly associated 
with OSU, but not necessarily). Each 
Wednesday morning throughout the 
school year women from around the 
world gather for ESL classes – begin-
ner, intermediate, and advanced. Six-
teen tutors conduct classes, and a full 
child-care nursery is provided. The cur-
rent coordinator of the program is 
Amanda McClafferty, granddaughter of 
a long-time UBC member and one of 
the INCH founders. If you are interest-
ed in helping out for just a few hours 
on Wednesday mornings, please con-
tact Amanda or any of the INCH  
volunteers. 

Newsletter items are due the third Fri-

day of the month. 

Also, it is UBC policy that all refer-

ences to God be inclusive.  We will 

edit to reflect this. 

Newsletter Submissions 

Birthdays 

1 Judy Jackson 

5 Laura Mowery 

7 Annalise Mowery 

8 Bob Turner 

18  Arpita Saha 

20 Matthew Green 

 Genevieve Peterson 

28 Thomas Garrett 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

NSI Fall Choir Concert 

Theme: Amazing Grace 
When: Sunday, November 4, 2018—4:00 pm 

Where: Boulevard Presbyterian Church 

Join UBC Choir to perform or 

just come to enjoy the concert! 
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Return Service Requested 10/30/18 

University Baptist Church — Progressive • Welcoming • Inclusive 

 AN EVENING OF HOPE PRAYER SERVICE = OCTOBER 18TH, 2018  ST. THOMAS MORE NEW-
MAN CENTER, 64 WEST LANE AVENUE COLUMBUS, OH 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM. It is sponsored by ARCH 
(Accompanying Returning Citizens with Hope) and will provide attendees, both students and resident community the 
opportunity to learn more about this area of ministry through witness from a returning citizen as well as a prison ministry 
volunteer.   Just as important is that the evening is a prayer service with time for reflection and journaling— a prayerful 
evening in the sanctuary with music.  So even if someone feels that they may have no interest in this area of ministry, it is 
still an evening of spiritual reflection and growth.  Questions? Contact Linda Cannon: newmancentercares6@gmail.com 

 NSI Needs Toilet Paper! Please bring toilet paper for the NSI barrel in October. As always, thank you for your gener-
osity to our neighbors. 

 Activity Bags for Children. Activity sheets of coloring, word searches, mazes, dot to dot, cross word puzzles, and fill in 
the blank, all with a Biblical theme, are available on the round table just outside the sanctuary. Ask a greeter if you need 
assistance.  

Interim Pastor—Ken Watkins 

Moderator—Barbara Bullock  

       (2018) 

Choir Director—David Tomasacci 

Pianist—Mollie Rausch 

Office Manager—Kerry Taylor 

50 West Lane Avenue 

Columbus, Ohio 43201 

Phone: 614.294.6333 

E-mail: ubccolumbus@gmail.com 

Website: www.ubccolumbus.org 

Worship—10:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School—2nd 

and 4th Sundays—10:30 a.m. 

Office Hours 

Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

University 

Baptist Church 


