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Pastor’s Note: Four Words From a Sick Bed — By Ken Watkins 

No newsletter was published in  

August 2018 

Many submissions to the  

newsletter are voluntary   

contributions from  

individuals. The ideas expressed 

do not necessarily reflect the 

mission or views of University 

Baptist Church as a whole. 

When I am sick, I go to dark 
places. My mind tends to take 
me to the “un-done’s” and 
“done-poorly’s” from my past 
– recent and distant. I also go 
down some other uncomforta-
ble trails. I think about aging 
and dying. And even feel guilty 
for being sick. Something was 
different during my recent bout 
with bronchitis.  

Perhaps, at age 72 , I am finally 
growing up, not that I have 
completely arrived at maturity, 
which would certainly be most 
boring. Or perhaps, at last the 
good grace that Helen always 
provides when I am sick con-
vinced me to be still and let healing  
occur.  

But during this illness, I did think much 
about the church, our church. I thought 
about the things that I was missing; I 
thought about you and me, the mem-
bers. I thought about who we are as the 
people of God, and I thought about who 
we might become and what we might 
look like in the years ahead. I thought 
about all of the great ideas for loving 
people that I have heard expressed, ideas 
which flow from the great desire of our 
members to be a servant community. I 
thought about our often expressed desire 
that we reach and include more people 
in our fellowship. 

Pondering who we are and what we 
should be to others, these three phrases 
came to mind:  

1. Be generous;  

2. Be genuine; and  

3. Be gracious.  

I think that the world is looking for a 
place and a people who embody these 
attributes. Later a fourth phrase came 
to mind: be gregarious. The fourth 
“g” word invites us to reach out, to 
take chances, to put energy into rela-
tionships with others, be aggressively 
hospitable. These are my words for 
you today, my words for us today – 
hmm, maybe God’s words for us. 
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Becoming Better, Not Bitter 

— by Julius Mayo 

Newsletter items are due the third Fri-

day of the month. 

Also, it is UBC policy that all refer-

ences to God be inclusive.  We will 

edit to reflect this. 

Newsletter Submissions 

“Blessed is the one whom God cor-
rects; so do not despise the discipline 
of the Almighty.” (Job 5:17) 

Growing up, and at times even now, I 
struggle with making mistakes. A 
strategy I used for years was to at-
tempt to control all aspects of my as-
signed responsibilities with a task or 
project so ideally nothing unexpected 
would occur.  Despite my best efforts, 
however, there were still instances 
where I would misspeak, have a typo, 
or come to the wrong conclusion.  In 
these cases, the frustration I felt was 
compounded in my mind by the cor-
rective instruction I would get from 
peers, group leaders, or supervi-
sors.  My first instinct was always to 
fix the problem by taking more con-
trol.  The concept of “let go, and let 
God” alluded me until one day when I 
was feeling as though there was no 
solution to the challenge I was facing, 
I realized that the instruction I was 
getting wasn’t to make me bitter, it 
was to make me better.  As I watched 
what I thought was an impossible 
problem resolve itself by providing 
me with a powerful life lesson, I real-
ized that Divine correction is just one 
other form of the incredible Love the 
creator shows toward us during every 
moment of our existence.  God is 
great especially when the lessons be-
ing taught are the ones we need versus 
the ones we want.   

All praises to the Creator, Christ and 
Holy Spirit. 

Thank You! - By Pat Rohrbaugh 

The church gave me a treasure several weeks ago during worship. It was a beauti-

ful quilt made by Leslie Floyd with blocks signed by members of our fellowship. I 

took it home and looked up the favorite Scripture each person wrote accompany-

ing his/her name. Amazingly, the one most frequently given was Micah 6:8, my 

favorite Scripture! However, other wonderful passages are listed also. Some peo-

ple chose to write titles of books, which I need to check out. Thank you all. 

Thanks to Leslie. Not only did she make a beautiful quilt, but also took it to the 

Amish to quilt, making it even more special.  

I’m missing a few signatures which I hpe to collect. Those, who haven’t signed, be 

thinking of a favorite verse or verses. Soon I hope to share my treasure with eve-

ryone else on the back wall of the sanctuary. 
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The Ripple Effect — By Kerry Cheesman 

Maryann and I were driving through 
California. The freeway is three lanes 
wide in each direction, and traffic was 
moderate. Everyone was going the 
speed limit, some maybe a little bit 
more (not us of course!). All of a sud-
den, with no warning, there were brake 
lights ahead, and suddenly we were in a 
three-lane parking lot. There was no 
obvious reason, so we assumed there 
was an accident or construction ahead. 
For the next 45 minutes we barely 
moved, then eventually broke free and 
continued our journey. No accident, no 
construction, nothing to explain the 
stoppage. Or was there? 

It turned out that, like so many of 
these aggravating situations, the expla-
nation was in a single, slow vehicle in 
the center lane. Perhaps it was an old 
man who was unaware of his slow 
speed. Perhaps it was a young woman 
distracted by texting. Whoever it was, 
the driver clearly did not understand 
the rule (now posted on most US high-
ways) ‘drive to the right except to pass’. 
A slow driver in the middle lane caused 
the driver next in line to have to go 
around, which caused someone to 
break in the right or left lane, which 
caused a ripple effect car after car after 
car. Just one driver being unaware of 
his/her effect caused hours of aggrava-
tion and anger for hundreds or thou-
sands of other drivers and passengers. 

At Philmont Scout Ranch (where I 
pastor each summer) a film called 
“Ripple” is shown to all 1,100 seasonal 
staff as a part of their training. A 1960s 
black and white customer service film, 
it shows how a single act of either 
kindness or frustration can ‘ripple’ 
through the day, causing either good 
will that is passed on one to another or 
bad will passed on in the same way. 
Those who have seen it more than 
once know when to cheer (good ripple) 
or boo (bad ripple) as we watch the 
progression of a series of individuals 
throughout the day. As with the driver 
on the freeway, many of the characters 
seem oblivious to the effect they are 
having on the lives of others. 

In our church we can see the same 
phenomenon happening. When a visi-
tor first enters the door to the build-
ing (Sunday morning, choir rehearsal, 
INCH program, special event) the 
first minute can be and often is criti-
cal in their assessment of us (is there a 
“Welcome” sign and open doors?). If 
the visitor is met with a smile and a 
warm welcome, that feeling will ripple 
throughout their day and they are 
more likely to give a smile to others 
(and more likely to return to UBC). If 
they are met with closed doors or in-
difference or a cold shoulder, they will 
offer the same to others. Just like the 
oblivious driver on the freeway, each 
of us has the chance to make a first 
impression only once, and it can cause 
a good ripple or a negative one.  

It’s no wonder, then, that the apostle 
Paul urged us to make “excellent” 
choices – choices that radiate from a 
heart fully committed to Jesus Christ. 
Paul stated that when our love 
abounds in knowledge and discern-
ment, we are able to understand what 
is best, so that we may “approve the 
things that are excellent” (Phil. 1:9-10). 
Excellent choices are the proof of a 
life that is deeply committed to Jesus 
and His ways, and they have the rip-
ple effect of filling our lives “with the 

fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God” (Phil. 
1:11). 

As we begin a new school year may we 
each strive to cause positive ripples in 
all that we do and all that we say, 
whether to others at school or work, 
to those we meet on the street, to fam-
ily members and church friends, or 
those we encounter in the grocery 
store parking lot. And may we remem-
ber that our faithfulness to God causes 
a ripple effect that not only influences 
the present, but perhaps generations 
to come, for the ripple effects of who 
we are and what we do and what we 
say keep on going and going and go-
ing, in ways we could never imagine. 
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Birthdays 

2 Leslie Floyd 

4 Devi Monjot 

5 Beth Short 

6  Ian Cheesman 

14 Stella McClafferty 

23 Manju Chakraborty 

28 Shirley Brown 

 Kerry Cheesman 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

 
UB Waves is a progressive OSU student organization aimed at providing a wel-
coming and open experience for students interested in examining progressive 
spirituality and inclusive justice. Last year’s activities featured a number of fellow-
ship activities, social justice initiatives and volunteer experiences, learning oppor-
tunities and fun. 

Check out UBWaves at University Baptist Church’s annual Welcome Back Picnic 
following the 10:30 a.m. worship service August 26. Meet other people and enjoy 
delicious chicken from the church’s next door neighbor on Lane, BW3. 

During the 2018-19 year, students will join for free luncheons at University Bap-
tist Church following Sunday morning worship services through the end of Sep-
tember. A weekly Bible study will be held on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 that 
includes food, fellowship and discussion. The location for those activities will 
vary and include meetings at individuals’ homes. To learn about the location each 
week, drop an email to UBWaves@gmail.com. 

 Fall break will feature a retreat on Oct. 13 culminating with participation in the 
Columbus CROP Walk on Oct. 14. 

Other outings to movies, bowling, and linking with other charities will also be on 
the calendar throughout the year. And the winter semester will get off to a good 
start with the annual UBWaves Epiphany party Jan. 11 at the OSU Planetari-
um. Join us and make some waves. 

UBC Choir rehearses each  
Thursday from 7:30-9PM, and 
sings each Sunday morning during 
the 10:30AM Service  All are  
welcome and invited to join the 
UBC choir; the choir could espe-
cially use one more bass to even-
out the sections. 

 

 If you are interested in joining the UBC choir, or have any questions, please  
contact the Director of Music, David Tomasacci at figarodnt@gmail.com or feel 
free to chat with any of our choir members. 

mailto:UBWaves@gmail.com
mailto:figarodnt@gmail.com
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Return Service Requested 7/30/18 

University Baptist Church — Progressive • Welcoming • Inclusive 

 Activity Bags for Children. Activity sheets of coloring, word searches, mazes, dot to dot, cross word puzzles, and fill in 
the blank, all with a Biblical theme, are available on the round table just outside the sanctuary. Ask a greeter if you need 
assistance.   

Pastor 

Moderator—Barbara Bullock  

       (2018) 

Choir Director—David Tomasacci 

Pianist—Mollie Rausch 

Office Manager—Kerry Taylor 

50 West Lane Avenue 

Columbus, Ohio 43201 

Phone: 614.294.6333 

E-mail: ubccolumbus@gmail.com 

Website: www.ubccolumbus.org 

Worship—10:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School—2nd 

and 4th Sundays—10:30 a.m. 

Office Hours 

Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

University 

Baptist Church 


