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Cornerstone 
An Autumn Reflection from the Patio — Ken Watkins 

Many submissions to the  

newsletter are voluntary   

contributions from  

individuals. The ideas expressed 

do not necessarily reflect the 

mission or views of University 

Baptist Church as a whole. 

Monday, as I took a walk, I experienced a 

quiet amazement. I smiled at the signs of 

autumn. Leaves are turning yellow and 

red, and some have fallen.  

Earlier, sitting on our patio, I had noticed 

that the arc of the sun has drifted just a 

bit to the south. With this tilt of the 

earth, our days will equalize in length on 

September 23, next Monday. And from 

that time on shrink in length until the 

winter solstice on December 21, the 

shortest day of 2019.   

As I walked, I marveled at how intricate 

and reliable the “system” is. Unlike buses 

that may or may not run on time, these 

changes in the length of days and seasons 

have been predictable by humans for 

thousands of years. On the day of my 

walk, I marveled at the uniqueness of this 

one day, and I thought about how much 

I take for granted and how on most days 

I do not celebrate the gift that the 

day itself is. 

So today, I simply remind you to 

pause for a moment and breathe in 

the air of this day and notice the 

day’s colors, the blending of the bril-

liant fall hues with the fading greens 

of summer. Let this moment of 

pause heighten your awareness that 

God not only gives you this day, but 

whispers a calling to your heart for 

this moment of this day. The needs 

of the day will demand a shift, but 

for the moment just pause and listen! 

Here are some reflection tools:  

1. Read Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 and pon-

der: What is this season in your 

life? Is this a unique time? 

2. Through the day hold on to idea 

that  “this is the day that 



But That’s Not How This 
Story Ends  
                         — Julius Mayo 

the LORD has made; let us rejoice 

and be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24.  

3. Sing or hum the hymn: Morning 

Has Broken (page 53 in the Chalice 

Hymnal) I usually hear Yusuf Islam 

(Cat Stephens) in my head when I 

sing this song. 

Most of the people who know me are 
aware that I enjoy almost any type of 
movie-going experience. The one no-
table exception, however, is horror 
films. What bothers me most about 
scary movies isn’t usually the gore, 
violence, or chilling scenery. It is the 
suspenseful scenes that build-up to the 
frightening climax that make me want 
to flee the theater immediately.   

My false reality of what is about to 
happen on the screen is often far 
worse than what occurs, which leaves 
me feeling both anxious and disap-
pointed.  My absolute least type of 
scary movies are ones in which the 
protagonists endure an endless string 
of tension-filled scenarios only to suc-
cumb to a somber end.  After invest-
ing hours watching these type of nerve
-wracking narratives, I am left feeling 
disappointed and disheartened about 
the state of the world.  

For Christians, reading the book of 
Revelations can be like experiencing 
the tension and suspense of a good 
thriller. There are dark times ahead for 
humanity as prophesied in this biblical 
account. Unless you read ahead, or 
already know the ending, it would 
seem that not unlike the dark tales I 
least enjoy, things are just not going to 
turn out well.  The compelling narra-
tive of Christ overcoming the dark 
forces that rise against goodness within 
Creation is one that provides a magnif-
icent ending to a fearsome series of 
events.   

“God Wins,” as former UBC Pastor 
Bob Turner, describes it.    

What a wonderful God we serve.  

UBC/UB Waves Book 

Club 

We are reading INSPIRED by  

Rachel Held Evans 

Book discussions take place the  sec-

ond Monday of each month at 6:30 

pm in the Narthex 

Even if you don't read the book, take 

a look at the study guide and join us 

for interesting discussions.  

INCH News  
 — Maryann Cheesman 

Welcome back to a new school year at 
INCH! We’ve got lots of exciting 
things going on each Wednesday 
morning. If anyone is interested in 
volunteering, please email me at 
mkcheesman@gmail.com . We have a 
need for tutors, kitchen help, child 
care, and more. A couple of hours a 
week of your time is well spent helping 
women who are new to our country to 
learn English and learn how to navi-
gate the city. 

Special thanks go out to Pat for help-
ing out in administration, Charmagne 
for helping Oliva in the kitchen, and 
Kerry for starting everything early in 
the morning before the rest of us get 
there. 

NSI Events and Needs 

NSI Fall Concert - Sunday,  
October 27th 2019 at 4:00PM at 
Maynard Avenue United Methodist 
Church. At the NSI fall concert, the 
UBC Choir will be joining with other 
church choirs from NSI-member area 
churches to sing together and raise 
money and awareness for the good 
work done by Neighborhood Services, 
Inc. 

NSI Thanksgiving Basket Item – 
Boxed Stuffing Mix. It’s never too 
early to begin thinking of our neigh-
bors in need. Please bring your dona-
tions to the Narthex by November 3 – 
delivery to NSI must be complete by 
November 8. 

UBC CROP Walk team is 
forming 
 
Join your UBC friends and family as 
we walk to help eliminate hunger!  
 
Contact Beth Short if you would like 
to participate or visit  the CROP  
website  
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/ 
 
Search for University Baptist Church 
to be directed to our page—you can 
join or donate there. 

mailto:mkcheesman@gmail.com


Now What, O God — Kerry Cheesman 

As I write this piece Hurricane Dorian 

is heading up the eastern US coast 

poised to swamp thousands of homes 

with devastating rain and the destruc-

tive winds that accompany such a 

storm. For more than a week we have 

watched the daily news about this hur-

ricane as it has devastated much of the 

Bahamas, and parts of Puerto Rico and 

the US Virgin Islands. For the Baha-

mas in particular, this has been the 

worst storm in history, with a signifi-

cant human toll in addition to the 

widespread destruction of property. 

Recovery will take a very long time, as 

it has for Puerto Rico following Hurri-

cane Maria two years ago. 

Many conservative Christians, and oth-

ers such as our president and congres-

sional leaders, continue almost daily to 

deny the overwhelming scientific evi-

dence of climate change that brings 

about these mighty storms. Many oth-

ers, however, have begun to analyze 

their skepticism about climate change 

and search for Biblical answers. The 

Bible offers no answers to those who 

search for easy ways to deny science. 

But the Bible offers ample evidence 

that we need to do something to take 

care of God’s creation and those that 

depend on it, even if that means admit-

ting that we (humans) have been mess-

ing up what God entrusted to our care. 

It is easy to see that it is the poor and 

the vulnerable who are most at risk 

when it comes to climate change. 

Those who do not have the means to 

flee from storms or wildfires, those 

who cannot purchase food and water 

and other supplies ahead of an im-

pending storm, those who rely upon 

medical devices that require electric 

power – these are the vulnerable who 

are so often forgotten both as the 

storms approach and as they pass by. 

These are the poor that Jesus talked 

about in Matthew 26 (as he quoted 

Deuteronomy 15). These are the vul-

nerable that Christians have been 

called to care for. 

In fact, caring for the poor and vulner-

able is a resounding theme of both the 

Old Testament and the New Testa-

ment. For instance in Deuteronomy 15 

God commands the Israelites to “Give 

generously to them and do so without 

a grudging heart; then because of this 

the Lord your God will bless you in all 

your work and in everything you put 

your hand to.” God followed this with 

a series of rules meant to help his peo-

ple take care of the poor, rather than 

dismiss them or expect them to ‘pull 

themselves up’ on their own. God 

makes it very clear that we have a re-

sponsibility for all of his children. 

In the New Testament Jesus reflected 

this concern rather clearly in Matthew 

25. Jesus tells his disciples that on 

Judgment Day we will stand before 

God and answer for the way we treat-

ed those who were hungry, thirsty, 

naked or sick, and for those who were 

strangers in our land. “Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did for the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did 

for me.” And, on the other hand, Jesus 

said “Whatever you did not do for the 

least of these, you did not do for me.” 

When we care for the poor and the 

vulnerable, we care for Jesus himself. 

To care for the weakest here on earth 

is to care for Christ. 

There are millions of suffering people 

in the world, and that number only 

seems to grow. The realities of climate 

change mean that those millions will 

likely become billions in the very near 

future, and all of God’s people will 

need to respond in dramatic fashion. It 

is tempting, and easy, to follow many 

of our elected leaders and bury our 

heads in the sand. It is easier to deny 

climate change and therefore not feel 

any responsibility for God’s creation or 

His people. But to do so is to deny 

Christ and his very clear instructions to 

us. 

Not all of us are prepared to be climate 

researchers or reporters. Not all of us 

are able to affect national or local poli-

cy as it relates to climate change. But all 

of us can pray, write letters, and tell 

others about the need to care for both 

Creation and the vulnerable among us. 

Climate change is not a political ideolo-

gy – it is a reality that is affecting, and 

will continue to affect, all of God’s 

people. I pray that each of us will take 

to heart the Biblical stewardship mes-

sage, and look for ways to help both 

the Creation and the vulnerable of 

God’s people. 

Birthdays 

2 Leslie Floyd 

4 Devi Monjot 

5 Beth Short 

6  Ian Cheesman 

14 Stella McClafferty 

23 Manju Chakraborty 

28 Shirley Brown 

 Kerry Cheesman 

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries  
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50 West Lane Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201 

Join us for Difficult Conversations, a 
monthly program that examines a par-
ticular social topic and offers the op-
portunity to learn about the issue, 
how we can helpfully respond to the 
situation if confronted, and resources 
that might be useful.  

Some of the most important issues are 
sometimes the most  
challenging, embarrassing and awk-
ward to talk about. Whether it is  
mental illness, sexuality, or harass-
ment, how might you respond if it 
affects a friend or even a stranger? 
Does your faith background make a 
difference in how you might respond? 

So bring your questions, your assump-
tions and even your stereotypes for 
Difficult Conversation. Refreshments 
will be provided. For questions, con-
tact  UBCColumbus@gmail.com.  

Church Events and Announcements 
 
 September 23 and throughout the autumn—We are reading INSPIRED by Rachel Held Evans Book discussions 

take place the  second Monday of each month at 6:30 pm in the Narthex. Even if you don't read the book, take a look at 
the study guide and join us for interesting discussions.  

 October 13—UBC CROP Walk team is forming. Join your UBC friends and family as we walk to help eliminate hun-
ger! Visit the UBC CROP Walk page to register or donate. 

 October 21,  6:30 pm—Difficult Conversations. Join us for a monthly program that will focus on awkward and chal-
lenging social issues and potential responses 

 October 27th 2019 at 4:00PM—NSI Fall Concert at Maynard Avenue United Methodist Church. At the NSI fall con-
cert, the UBC Choir will be joining with other church choirs from NSI-member area churches to sing together and raise 
money and awareness for the good work done by Neighborhood Services, Inc. 

 By November 3—NSI Thanksgiving Basket Item – Boxed Stuffing Mix. It’s never too early to begin thinking of 
our neighbors in need. Please bring your donations to the Narthex. Delivery to NSI must be complete by November 8. 

 The choir rehearses on Thursday evenings in the Sanctuary from 7:30-9:00PM.  We’re always looking for new 
singers to join us in musical worship and fellowship! If you enjoy singing, or playing an instrument, and would like to 
join the choir this year, please contact David Tomasacci at (music.ubc@gmail.com) or speak with him after any service!  

mailto:UBCColumbus@gmail.com
mailto:music.ubc@gmail.com

